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NEW. TESTAMEN T. 


In which is made appear, 


That in the Apoſtolic Age, the Holy Spirit given to every 
Believer in Chriſt, in its Operation in them, was after a 
miraculous Manner ; : and therefore the Promiſes of _ 
Spirit, in the New Teſtament, are confined wholl 
them at that Time; conſequently Believers in Chriſt, in 
After- ages, are not included therein. 


4 * 


— 


He that anſwereth a Matter before he heareth it, it is F olly and 
Shame unto him. Prov. xvill. 13. 
Whether there be Prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether there be Tongues, 
they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be Knowledge, it ſhall . — 


aWAY I Cor. xiii. 8. 
Search the Scriptures. 


Prove all Things, hold faſt that wwhich is good, 1 Theſ. v. 21, 
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THE 


DISTINCTION 


BETWEEN THE 


OrdinaryandExtraordinaryGifts 
OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT, 
Proved to have no Foundation in the | 


NEW TESTAMENT. 


"Y deſign, in the following pages, is to ſet forth 
M the ſcripture account, only, of the inward gifts 
or operations of the Holy Spirit, in the apoſtles 

and other diſciples of Chriſt, at the firſt planting of the 
goſpel, without including thoſe extraordinary gifts which 


were given by God for working miracles. . 


I ſhall therefore, in purſuit of my ſubject, firſt, 
quote thoſe paſſages, in the New Teſtament, which con- 
tain the promiſes of the Holy Spirit, made toall believers 
in Chriſt. | Fly 

Secondly, urge thoſe texts which declare that, by 


the inward gifts of the Spirit, God revealed his will in 


words by the Holy Ghoft, to the apoſtles and miniſters. 
of Chriſt. 
Thirdly, ſhew that the operations of the inward gifts 


of the Spirit were produced in the ſame manner, in all 


believers in Chrift, as they. were in the apoſtles and other 
miniſters of the goſpel T „ | 

Fourthly, that all lincere believers in Chriſt, whether 
Jew or Gentile, bond or free, received the Spirit of 


s 


1 

In the firſt place then, I ſhall quote thoſe paſſages, in 7 
the New Teſtament, which contain the promiſes of the 
Spirit, made to all believers in Chriſt. 

The only paſſages I ſhall tranſcribe out of the Old 
Teſtament are, Jerem. xxxi. 31-34. Behold, the days 
come, ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with 
the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Fudah. 
g This ſhall be the covenant that I will make with the houſe 
of Iſrael, after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my 
aw in their inward parts, and write it in their heart, and 
T will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. And they 
ſhall teach no more every man his netghbour, and every man 
his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord: for they ſhall all 3 
know me from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of them, ſaith 1 
the Lord. Compare them with Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. 4 

Joel ii. 28, 29. And it ſhall come to paſs afterward, 
that I will pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons 
and your daughters ſhall propheſy, your old men ſhall dream FOR 1 
dreams, and your young men ſhall ſee viſions : and alſo 
upon the ſervants, and upon the handmaids, will I pour out 
my ſpirit. 

he firſt promiſe of the Spirit recorded in the New 
Teſtament, is in Matth. iii. 11. J indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance ; but he that cometh after me 1s 
mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to bear, he 
ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. Or 
according to Mark i. 8, I indeed baptize you with water, 
but he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt. Compare thefe 
words with Acts i. 4, 5, 8. xi. 15, 16, 17. 

Matth. x. 19, 20. But when they deliver you up, take 
no thought, how or what ye ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be given 
you in that ſame hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. For it is not ye 
that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in 
you; i. e. ſhall ſpeak in you when you receive it.— 
Compare herewith Mark xiii, 11, But when they ſhall 
lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought before-hand 
what ye ſhall ſpeak, neither do ye meditate ; but whatſeever 

Hall be given you in that hour, that ſpeak ye: For it is not 

ye that ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt. Luke xii. 11, 12. And 

when they bring you unte the ſynagogues, and unto magiſtrates 

and powers, take ye no thought hoto or what ye ſhall anſwer, 

or what ye ſhall ſay : Far the Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you in 

the ſame hour 5 2 ye ought to fag, Luke xxi. 12—15. 

BE But before all theſe ſhall they lay their hands an you, and 

per ſecute you, delivering you up to the ſynggogues, and into 

. priſons, being brought before kings and rulers for my . 

2 a ; | Fake. 


| G8 1 

fake. Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate be- 
fore, what ye ſhall anſwer. For I will give you a mouth and 
wiſdom, which all your adverſaries ſhall not be able to gain- 
ſay or reſiſt. 

John vii. 38, 39. He that believeth on me, as the 
ſeripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of liv- 
ing water, But this ſpake be of the Spirit, which they that 


believe on him ſhould receive; for the Holy Ghoſt was not 


yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified. xiv. 16, 
17, 26. And I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever ; 
even the Spirit of truth. But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name, he 
ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. xv. 26. But 
when the Comforter is come, whom I will ſend unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me. | 
Xvi. 7, 8, 13, 14. evertheleſs, I tell you the truth ; 
It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if 1 depart, 1 
will ſend him unto you. And when he is come, he will re- 
prove the world of fin. Howbeit, when he the Spirit of 
truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: for be ſball 
not ſpeak of himſelf ; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that 
ſhall he ſpeak : and he will ſhew you things to come, He 
ſhall glorify me, for he ſhall receive of mine and ſhall ſhew 
it unto you, Luke xxiv. 49. And behold I ſend the pro- 
miſe of my Father upon you, but tarry ye in the city 7 
eruſalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
mpare herewith Acts i. 4, 5, 33, 38, 39. Gal. iii. 
14. Epheſ. i. 13. | | | 
The moſt obvious and natural conſtruction of the ex- 
preſſions in theſe promiſes of the Spirit, leads us, unavoid- 
ably, to conclude that, by the inward gift or operations of 
the Spirit, God would, in words by the Holy Ghoſt, reveal 
his will to the diſciples of Chriſt. 


In ſuch manner, it appears evident he revealed bis 


will to Simeon, Luke ii. 25—32. of whom it is ſaid he 
waited for the conſolation of Iſrael, and the Holy Ghoſt 
was upon him, and it was revealed to him (by the Holy 
Ghoſt) that he ſhould not taſte death before he had ſeen 
the Lord's Chriſt. Then took he _ up vn his Pay and 
bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord,, now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
—— in peace, — 1% thy afar; i. e. the word or 
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ſume, in the ſequel, 


point in hand, that there needs 


I 3 
meſſage by the Holy Ghoſt) for mine eyes have ſeen thy 


lvation. 


That theſe promiſes of the Spirit were fulfilled, after 
the ſame manner, 7. e. as God revealed his will to Si- 


meon, in all be of Chriſt, will appear, I pre- 


* 


5 ſhall, ſecondly, urge thoſe paſ- 
ſages which ſhew, that by the inward gift of the Spirit, 
God revealed his will, in words, by the Holy Ghoſt, to the 
apoltles and miniſters of Chriſt, 

The firſt inſtance of which is recorded Acts, chap. ii, 
4, 33» And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. | 

Therefore (Chriſt) being by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father the promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, which ye now ſee 
and hear. 5 

On verſe 4th I would obſerve, iſt, that ſeeing the 
apoſtles ſpoke languages, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance, it neceſſarily follows, that the Spirit revealed to 
them, in words, the languages they thus ſpoke. That 
the Spirit revealed to them, in words, thoſe languages, 
ſeems indiſputably evident, becauſe they were, unknown 


to them, and therefore they could not, of themſelves, 


have inſtantaneouſly ſpoke them, 2dly, That by the 
ſame Spirit, they were enabled to underſtand the true 
meaning of the words they thus ſpoke, This is abun- 
dantly. evident, from the context. gdly, That which is 


Farther included in this gift of tongues, is, that the doc- 


trine or goſpel, which they ſpoke or preached in the 
tongues they uttered by the Spirit, was likewiſe revealed 
to them in words by the Holy Ghoſt, and, conſe- 
quently, this gift was wholly miraculous, or, as it is 
expreſſed, ver. 11. We do bear them ſpeak in our tongues 
#be wonderful works f God. a 
Another undeniable plain inſtance that the apoſtle 
Peter was taught the will of God in words by the Holy 
Spirit, is Chap. x. 19, 20. While Peter thought en the 
wiſion, the Spirit ſaid unto him, Behold three men ſeek thee ; 
eriſe therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, 
nothing doubting, for { have ſent them.. Or, as it is ex- 
preſſed, chap. xi. 12. The Spirit hade me go, nothing 
Aaubting. ah | 
Theſe words are fo exprels 


| „ in proof of the 
« Hluſtration. And, 


o 


ets tt ee 


CB 3 
indeed, whoever denies their plain 'and moſt natural 


meaning, will not be convinced by any thing I can 
urge. Compare herewith, chap. viii. 29. Then the 


Spirit ſaid unto Philip, Go near, and join thyſelf to his 


chariot. 


Another proof in ſupport of the foregoing, is chap. 


iv. 8, 11. Then Peter, being filled with the Holy Ghoft, 


ſaid unto them, Ye rulers of the people and elders of Ifrael, 


&c. which words, and what follows, were revealed to 
him by the Holy Ghoſt, as I conclude (1) from its 
being at that time particularly ſaid, then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Ghei, ſaid, &c. Now if his anſwer 
to the High-Prieſt was not revealed to him by the Holy 
Ghoſt, there ſeems to be no force, nor propriety, in 
the expreſſion : whereas, if what he ſpake to him was 
taught him by the Holy Ghoſt, there is a very great 
pony in it; becauſe it evidently ſhews, from whence 


is mind was furniſhed with ſo ſolid, and juſt an an- 


ſwer, as he returned them. 2d, Another very probable 
proof that the anſwer he returned the High-Prieft was 
revealed to him in words by the Holy Ghoſt, is our 
Lord's promiſe, Matth. x. 21, 22. Luke xxi. 12—15, 
But when they ſhall deliver you up before kings, &c. 
take no thought how or what ye ſhall ſpeak, or ſettle it 
therefore in your hearts, not to 'meditate before what 
ye ſhall anſwer; for it ſhall be given you in that ſame 
hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. For it is not ye that ſpeak, 
but the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in you. How 
fully this promiſe explains the true import of the fore- 
going paſſage, need not be farther ſhewn. 

A like inſtance of that recorded of Peter is in chap. 
vi. 9, 10. And there aroſe certain men diſputing with 
Stephen, and they were not able to refift the wiſdom and the 
ſpirit. On theſe words, Dr. Whitby juſtly obſerves, ** So 
exactly was the promiſe made by Chriſt.“ Matth. x. 20. 
Luke xxi. 15, © fulfilled in St. Stephen, by which he ſpake.“ 

Another paſſage to our purpoſe, is in the firſt epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, chap, ii. Io—-14. But God hath 
revealed them (i. e. the things he bath prepared for 
them that love him) unte us (apoſtles) by his Spirit; 
for the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things of 
God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, ſave 
the ſpirit of a man which is in bim; Ewen ſo the things 
of knoweth no mang wit, the Spirit of God. Now 
we baue received not The Spirit of the urid, but the 

1 3 
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= of God, that we might (by its teaching us) Int 
e things that are freely given to us of God. Which 
things (revealed to us only by the Spirit of God) alſo we 


ſpeak (but) not in the words which man's wiſdom teacheth; 


but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual. By comparing theſe words with 
Gal. i. 11, 12, 15, 16. and Epheſ. iii. 2—9. it is moſt 
evident that, by the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in the apoſtle, 
he was taught the great myſteries of the goſpel. Nay, 
ſo expreſs is he in affirming it, that in his preachin 
it, he ſays, he ſpake not in the words which man's wiſ- 
dom teacheth ; but in the words which the Holy Ghoſt 
taught him, 1 Peter 1. 12, ' 
Another text which illucidates the foregoing, is Acts 
xvi. 6, 79. Now when they (Paul and Timothy) had 
gone throughout Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, and 
were forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt to preach the word in 
Aſia : After they came to Myſia, they eſſayed to go into 
Bythinia ; but the Spirit ſuffered them not. The plain 
meaning of theſe words is, that by the Holy Ghoſt 
ſpeaking in them, God directed them where to go and 


preach the word, which of themſelves, at that time, they 


would not have done. . | 
Of the gifts of the Spirit given to the apoſtles and 
prophets, the apoſtle tells us, 1 Corinth. xii. 8. For 
10 one is given the word of wiſdom, to another the word 
of knowledge, by the ſame Spirit. Now there are diver- 
fity of gifts, but the ſame Spirit. And there are differ- 
ences of adminiſtration, but the ſame Lord. And there 
are diver ſities of operations, but it is the ſame God which 
worketh all in all. But the manifeſtation of the Spirit is 
given to every man to profit withal, i. e. for the work of the 
miniſtry ; for the perfecting of the ſaints ; for the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt, | 
On Verſe the ſixth, Mr. Locke moſt juſtly obſerves, 
«© They were very properly called In-workings, be- 
4 cauſe men of themſelves could do nothing of them 
c at all, but it was God, as the apoſtle tells us here, 
cc who, in theſe extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
4 did all that was done; it was the effect of his imme- 
« diate operation, as St. Paul aſſures us, in that parallel 
« place, Phil. ii. 13. In which chapter, v. 3, and 14. 
« we find that the Philipians ſtood a little in need of the 
&« ſame advice, which dens Wn 42 preſſes here up- 
* on the Corinthians,” * EO 
* This 
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This explanation of the apoſtle's words, I think, leads 
us to the true meaning of the following paſſages; Epheſ. 
iii. 4, 5, 7, 20. Col. i. 29. Gal. ii. 8. In theſe texts 
God's working in the Apoſtles, by bis ſpirit, is called 
the effectual working of his power; the effectual work- 
ing in the meaſure of every part of Chriſt's body ; that 
he had wrought as effectually in Paul, as in Peter, to the 
apoſtleſhip ;—whereunto J (Paul) labour, ſtriving accord- 
ing. to his (God's) working, which worketh in me 
mightily. 

Theſe repreſentations of the effectual operation of the 
Spirit are, I think, intended by the apoſtle, 2 Corinth. 
x. 4. compared with Eph. vi. 10—18. 

Perhaps, one reaſon why the inward operation of the 
Spirit of God is ſaid to work effectually, &c. in them, 
is, becauſe it is called a ſpirit of power. 2 Tim. i. 7. 
For God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear, but of power, 
and of lave, and of a ſound mind. 2 Corinth. xili. 3, 4. 
Since ye ſeek a pre of Chrift ſpeaking in me, which to 
you-ward is not weak, but mighty in you. For tho he was 
crucified through weakneſs, yet he liveth by the power of 
Ged : For we alſo are weak in him, but we ſhall live by 
the power of God. 

Having ſhewn, by the foregoing paſſages, that the pro- 
miſes of the Spirit, at firſt cited, were fulfilled, in its 
teaching the apoſtles the will of God, by the Holy Ghoſt 
ſpeaking in them, I ſhall now, a 
' Thirdly, ſhew that the operations of the inward gifts 
of the Spirit were produced in the ſame manner in all 
the diſciples of Chriſt, as in the apoſtles and other mini- 
ſters of the goſpel. 

Before, however, I enter into the proof of this matter, 
it will be proper to ſhew, from the teſtimony of ſcripture, 
that the forementioned promiſes of the Spirit were made 
to all who ſincerely believed in Chriſt, except theſe words 
of his—the Spirit ſhall bring to your remembrance (i. e. the 
apoſtles) whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. 

_Ift, The promiſe of the Spirit I ſhall firſt mention, 
which is made to all genuine believers in Chriſt, is in the 
prophecy of Joel ii. 28, 29. And it ſhall come to paſs 2 [x 
ward, that 1 will pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your 
ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy, your old men ſhall 
dream dreams, your young man ſhall ſee viſions : and alſo 
upon my ſervants, and aben my handmaids, in thoſe days 
zwill I pour out my ſpprit. Compared with Acts ii. 16, [7s 

| 18, 


18. On theſe words, Dr. Whitby juſtly comments, „ 80 
the phraſe (i. e. all fleſh) includes all ſorts of men with- 
* out excluſion of age; young and old without excluſion 
« of ſex; ſons and daughters without excluſion of con- 
«© ditions; ſervants and maidens without excluſion of 
© nations, Jews and Gentiles, even as many as the Lord 
© our God ſhall call,” ver. 39. This promiſe being ful- 
filled upon the Samaritans, chap. viii. 17, and upon Cor- 
nelius and his kinsfolk, Acts x. as well as upon the Jews. 
Again, theſe gifts being here ſtiled prophecy, viſions, 
dreams, it is apparent that the promiſe of diſtributing 
them to all fleſh, could be meant only of the diſtribution 
of ſome of them to all ranks of men ; for it being never 
ſo that all men, individually, had the gifts of prophecy, 
dreams, viſions, or revelations, 1 Corinth. xii. 29—30. 
This could never be promiſed, it being certain God did 
fulfill his promiſe. | 

2dly. That the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, delivered 
by John the Baptiſt, included other diſciples of Chriſt, 
beſides the Apoſtle, evidently appears from Peter's words., 
Acts xi. 15, 16, 17. And as began to ſpeak (to Cornelius 
and his friends) the Holy Ghoſt fell on them as on us at the 
beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how 
that he ſaid, John indeed baptized with water; but ye ſhall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghojt, Foraſmuch then as God 
gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on 
the Lord, what was I that I could withſtand Gd? Or as 
bis meaning is expreſſed, chap. xv. 8, 9. And God which 
knoweth the hearts, bare them witneſs, giving them the Holy 
Ghoſt, even as he did unto us: and put no difference bettween 
us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Compare 
theſe with chap. i. 4. And (Jeſus) being aſſembled toge- 
ther with them (his apoſtles) commanded them that they 
ſhould not depart from Feruſalem, but wait for the promiſe 
of the Father, which, ſaith he, ye have heard of me. For 

ohn truly baptized with water, but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence. Mark i. 8. 
I indeed baptize you with OT 7 baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt. In the, twofhiftÞaſlages, the apoſtle 
ſhews his Jewiſh brethren, that the iſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſpoken of by John the Baptiſt, was as applicable 
to Cornelius and his company (chap. x. 44—47.) on whom 
it had fallen, as it was to the apoſfles on whom it had 
been fulfilled on the day bf pentecoſt, and, conſequent- 
ly, it included Gentiles as well as Jews, i. e. all believers 
in Chriſt, | _ 


] 


| nah 4 9 
On this promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, delivered by. John 


the Baptiſt, a moſt excellent writer obſer ves. When I 
« lay all theſe facts together”? ¶ ſpoken of in the preceding 
pages] * can ſcarce forbear thinking, that this general 
« communication of the Holy Ghoſt, is what John the 
« Baptiſt referred to, when he told the Jews, that he indeed 
« baptized with water; but that Chriſt would baptize them 
ce with the Holy Gho/t and with fire. Matth. iii. 10. Mark 
« j. 8. Which ſeems to import at leaſt thus much, that as 
«he [John] a witneſs to Jeſus, baptized all that came to 
« him, that believed the kingdom of heaven was at hand, 
« with water; ſo the apoſtles, choſen witneſſes of Chriſt's 
« reſurreQion, being firſt baptized with the Holy Ghoſk 
c and fire, immediately from heaven, ſhould baptize, with 
ce the Holy Ghoſt, all believers that ſhould come to them, 
c and that had not been firſt baptized with it in the ſame 
c immediate manner as themſelves (as the reſt of the 120, 
« Saul,and the firſt fruits of the devout Gentiles were). And 
« ſo our Saviour tells the apoſtles after his reſurrection, 
&« Acts i. 5. For Fohn truly baptized with water, but ye 
ce ſhall be baptized with the HolyGhojt and with fire, not many 
« days hence. And that ye. here is not reſtrained to the 
« apoſtles, we learn from the quotation Peter makes of this 
c prediction of our Saviour, and his application of it to the 
« Holy Ghoſt, deſcending on Cornelius and his houſe, 
« Acts xi. 16.“ n Nan 

Zdly. In the promiſes our Lord made of giving the 
Spirit, it is very evident the apoſtles were not alone in- 
tended'; but that they include all his diſciples, 

This appears from Peter's words to the Jews, Ads ii. 
38, 39. where he tells them, —ye ſhall receive the gift of 
the Holy Gboſt; for the promiſe (of it) is to you (as well as to 
us) and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God ſball call. The promiſe he 
here ſpeaks of, is that which is mentioned, ver. 33- 
Therefore [Chriſt] being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promiſe of the Holy 


q 


* Vide Lord Barrington in his Miſcellanea Sacra, Vol, 1. Pages 
126, 127, Who has moſt eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a genuine 
friend to divine revelation, and ſhewed an uncommon penetration and 
judgment in the ſacred writings, which will not only tranſmit his name 

ith eculiar luſtre to poſterity, but be highly efleemed by every real 
friend to truth, yg. | 

+ See John Baptiſt's words, txeated of in a pamphlet, intitled, The 
True Character of John 5 BStiſt. | | 
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Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, which ye now ſee and hear. 
Compared with chap. i. 4, 5. And Feſus commanded the 
apoſtles to wait for the promiſe of the Father , which, ſaith be, 


ye have heard of me. Compare theſe with John xiv, 16, 


17. Iwill pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another, 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, the Spirit of 
truth, But the Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you. xv. 26. 
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will ſend unto you 


from the Father, even the Spirit of truth—he ſhall teſtify of 


me. XVi. 7, 13, 14. Epheſ. i. 13. Gal. iii. 14. 

J will here juſt obſerve, that if the firſt- cited promiſes 
of the Spirit include all who became the diſciples of 
Chriſt, it ſeems neceſſarily to follow, that the inward 
gifts or operation of the Holy Spirit were, after the ſame 
manner, in them, as in the apoſtles, i. e. by revealing 
the will of God to them in words by the Holy Ghoſt, 

For to plead that the promiſes of the Spirit were made 
as well to all believers in Chriſt, as to the apoſtles, and 
yet deny its inward operation in them, to be after the. 
ſame manner, as 3 of Chriſt, muſt be highly 
abſurd and inco nt; becauſe, neither the plain mean- 
ing of the promiſes, already cited, nor any other paſſages, 
in which the inward gifts of the Spirit are related, will 
juſtify ſuch an inference, but quite the contrary, as will 
be ſhewn. | EY 

Farther, if the inward gifts of the Spirit (included in the 
forecited promiſes) given to the apoſtles and miniſters of 
Chriſt, were miraculous gifts only, as it appears, moſt 
evidently, they were, it will follow, by a parity of reaſon, 
that the inward gifts of the Spirit given to believers in ge- 


neral, were likewiſe the miraculous gifts only, This 


ſeems plain, becauſe the New Teſtament leads us to con- 
clude, that the inward operation of the Spirit was, after 
a like manner, in all Chriſt's diſciples as in the apoſtles, i. e. 


by revealing the will of God to them in words by the Holy 


hoſt, as will appear afterwards. 

If theſe obſervati6ns ſhall appear to be neither ſtrained 
nor unnatural, they ſhew haw, exceeding weak and un- 
{criptural, and therefore groundleſs, the diſtinction among 
men muſt be, between the ordinary and extraordinary 
gifts of the Spirit. The ſimple expreffions uſed. in the, 
New Teſtament, are the gift, or gifts, &c. of the Spirit. 
Therefore the diſtinction juſt megtioned may be deemed 
the diſtinction of men, and not of the inſpired writers. 


TOS 

I ſhall, from what has been obſerved, apply the fore- 
cited promiſes of the Spirit, as made to all the be- 

lievers in Chriſt, at that time converted to the Goſpel. 
The firſt inſtance of the giving the Holy Ghoſt to be- 
lievers, particularly recorded in the New Teſtament, is 
in Acts viii. 14—18. Now when the apoſtles which were 
at bats wp heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, they ſent unt them Peter and Fobn. Who when they 
were come down, prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Ghoſt. (For as yet he was fallen on none of them : 
only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Feſus ) Then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghoſt, And when Simon ſaw, that through laying on of 
my the apoſtles hands the Holy Gbeſt was given, he offered them 

money. 

From this paſſage, it is evident, iſt, that all the Sa- 
maritans, both men and women (except Simon) who 
heard Philip preaching the kingdom of God, believed and 
were baptized, and received the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
2dly, that it was evident to Simon they received it. This 
appears plain, 1ſt, Becauſe he ſaw or beheld the Holy Ghoſt 
was given to them. 2dly. Becauſe, upon his ſeeing it was 

5 given, he offered the apoſtles money to inveſt him with 
the ſame power they had; that on whomſoever he laid his 
hands, they likewiſe might receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

3dly. From this paſſage it is fairly to be deduced, that 
whatever were the particular gifts of the Spirit, given to 
the Samaritans, they were miraculous. If they were not, I. E. f 

1 A how could Simon ſee or behold the Holy Ghoſt was given 
them; or in what other conſideration is it conceivable he 
could be led to offer the apoſtles money, that they might 
inveſt him with the ſame power. Had the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt not been miraculous, and therefore in their 
effects not apparent to Simon, he could not have ſeen 
or beheld that the Holy Ghoſt was given, much leſs would 
he have made ſuch an offer ; becauſe he could not have 
made any advantage of the power of giving the HolyGhoſt, 
in that wicked way he intended. 


| The next inſtance of the Holy Ghoſt being given to 
believers in Chriſt, is chap. x. 44, 45, 46, 47+ While 
WY Fu Peter ſpake theſe words, (recorded in the preceding verſes) 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the word. And 
they of the circumciſion were aſtoniſhed, as many as came 
with Peter, becauſe that on the Gentiles alſo was poured 
| 7 C 2 bon 
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eut the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For they heard them ſpeak with 
tongues, and magnify God. 955 | 

"Theſe words demonſtrably evince, 1ſt, That Cornelius 
and his company, who heard the word ſpoken by Peter, 
received the Holy Ghoſt, 2dly. That they all received 
the like gifts of the Spirit; for they all ſpake with tongues, 
and magnified God, and, therefore, they were the miracu- 
lous gifts only. 

There are two things worthy of notice in this paſſage. 
1ſt, Peter judged, that to Cornelius, &c. were given the 
like miraculous gifts of the Spirit, as to the apoſtles on the 
day of Pentecoſt ; for he ſays, can any man forbid water 
that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghojt, as well as tue? i. e. in like manner as we 
have. That this is what he intended, appears from chap. 
xi. 15, 16. xv. 7, 8, 9. when, in his defence, he re- 
plies, to his Jewiſh brethren. And as began to ſpeak, 
the Holy Ghojt fell on them, as on us at the beginning. 
Then remembered I the ward of the Lord, bo he ſaid, 
John indeed baptized with water ; but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Foraſmuch then as God gave them 
the like gift as be did unto us, or 72 no difference between 
them and us, who believed on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, what 
was I that I could withſtand G? * 

From theſe words of the apoſtle, it is evident, iſt, That 
to Cornelius, &c. were given the like inward gifts of the 
Spirit, as to the apoſtles, on the day of Pentecoſt, 2dly. 
'T hat the promiſe of the Spirit by John the Baptiſt, was 
to be fulfilled on other believers in Chriſt, as well as the 

apoſtles. 3dly. Seeing it appears in the fulfillment of that 
promiſe to the apoſtles, the miraculous gifts only were 
given them, and in like manner to Cornelius, &c. it fol- 
lows, that was the true meaning and deſign of the pro- 
miſe ; i. e. the giving the miraculous gifts of the Spirit. 
Had not this been the genuine and only deſign of the 
promiſe, how came the apoſtle, without any exception, 
to apply it equally to Cornelius, &c. as to the apoſtles ? 

I' be next inſtance I would offer, of the miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit _ given to believers in Chriſt, is 
chap. xix. 6, And when Paul had laid his. hands on 
them (the twelve men) he Holy Ghoſt came on them and 
they ſpake with tongues and propheſied, i. e. I judge in 


thoſe tongues which they ſpake, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance, 1 
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Thheſe gifts of the Spiri being fd fimilar 
given to the apoſtlgs, Arche conſidered, it is hey 

| leſs to add any farther explication of them. 

Sc. Paul, ſpeaking of the gifts of the Spirit, ranks that 
of prophecy _next to apgſtles, as may be ſeen, Corinth, 
Xiic g. CY with ver. 28, See alſo Epheſ. iv. 11. 
Rom. Xii. 6. 

By comparing AQs xix. 6. with chap. ii. 4, 6, 11. 
x. 40. it ſeems probable, that by propheſying, ſpeaking 
the wonderful works or things of God, and magnifying 
God, are expreſſions of nearly, if not intirely the ſame 
ſignification, i. e. propheſying for edification, and parti- 
Eularly as it conſiſted in teaching the true meaning of the 
law and the prophets, relating to Chriſt, | 

That this is included in what is ſaid Acts ii. 11. ap- 
pears probable, by comparing Luke xxiv. 25, 26, 27, 
44, 45, 46. Acts ii. 16—36. iii, 18—26. iv. 10, Il, 
12. XXIV. 14. xxvi. 22, 23. xxyili. 2327. with xiii. 
2, 14—42. l Tf 

It is rendered ſtill more probable, that Cornelius, &c. 
magnifying God, meaps propheſying,,in that to them 
were given the like gifts ot the Spirit-as to the apoſtles, 
as has been ſhewn. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that Cornelius, 
&c. only magnified or praiſed God, by the dictate of the 
Spirit, in like manner as Mary did, recorded Luke i. 
45—5 when it appears that the men at Epheſus pro- 
pheſied by the Spirit ſeems improbable, eſpecially when 
we conſider, that in the diſtribution of the gifts of the 
Spirit, as in the whole œconomy of the goſpel, God hath 
abounded in all wiſdom and prudence. 

Another inſtance recorded of the Holy Ghoſt being 
given to believers," is in chap, xiii. 48, 52. And when 
the Gentiles heard this [i. e. Paul and Barnabas's ſpeech 
to them] they were glad, and glorified the word of the 
Lord : and as many as were ordained to eternal life, be- 
lieved—— And the diſciples were filled with joy, and with the 
Holy Gh. . x 

That theſe diſciples, by being filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, received the miraculous gifts of the Spirit only, 
ſeems highly probable from the phraſe, they were filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, as appears by comparing it with theſe 
paſſages. 5 


And it came to paſs, that when Elizabeth heard the ſalu- 


tation of Mary, that tb babe leaped in her womb : and 


Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghoſt. And ſbe ſpake 
aut with a loud vaice, and ſaid, Bleſſed art thou among women, 
| and 
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s the frgfit of thy u An whing it this 14 
the mo of my Lid ſhoulft come fo me &. 


, s ii. 1, 4, 17, 18, 33. And when the day of 
Pentecoft was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. And they were all fille with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days (ſaith 
God) that I will pour out of my Spirit upon all fleſh : and 
your ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy, and your young 
men ſhall ſee viſions, and your old men ſhall dream dreams : 
and on my ſervants, and on my handmaidens, I will pour 
out in thoſe days of my Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy.——— 
Therefore (Chriſt) being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promiſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, which ye now ſee and hear. 
Acts x. 44—47. While Peter yet ſpake theſe words, the 
Holy Ghoft fell on all them which heard the word, And they 
of the circumciſion which believed, were afloniſhetl, as 
many as came with Peter, — that on the Gentiles alſo 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For they heard 
them ſpeak with to nd magnify God. Then anſwered . 
Peter, Can any man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be + 
baptized with water, who have received the Holy Gbeſ as 
well as we? Chap. xi. 15, 16, 17. And a I began to 
eat, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them as on us at the beginning. 
en remembered I the word of the Lord (chap. i. 4, 5.) 
how that he ſaid, Fohn indeed baptized with water; but ye 
Hall be baptized with the Holy Ghofl. Foraſmuch then as 
God gave them (i, e. Cornelius, &c.) the like gift as he 
did unto us, who believed on the Lord Feſus Chrift, what 
was I that I could withfland God? Chap. iv. 8, 31. Then 
Peter filled with the Holy Ghoft, ſaid unto them, dec. And 
when they (the apoſtles) had prayed, the place was ſba ten 
where they were aſſembled together; and they were all filled 
with the Holy s haft, and they ſpake the word of God with bold- 
neſe, chap. vi. 3, 5. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among 


you ſeven men 0 honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


wiſdom, whom we may appoint over this buſineſs. — And 
they choſe Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, See further, chap. ix. 17. xi. 24. xiii. 9. Epheſ. 
v. 8. Titus iii. 6. 5 | 

On the phraſe it ſhed abroad (i. e. the Holy Ghoſt, 
or filled with it) Dr. Whitby juſtly obſerves, in his note 
on Romans, v. 5. * This is (gr.) the word ftill uſed 
sin the New Teſtament, when ſpeaking of the rigs * 


A 


1 


_ © the Holy Ghoſt. Acts ii. 17. x. 15. Titus iii. 6. and 


6c it is taken from Joel ii. 28, 29. and ſo this may refer to 
<« the (gr.) of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo liberally imparted to 
e them;” i. e. all believers.* | Eis 

The paſſage which will illuſtrate and confirm the fore- 
going obſervations, is Acts vi, 9, 10. Then there aroſe 
certain of the ſynagogue diſputing with Stephen. And they 
were not able to reſiſt the 2 and the ſpirit by vieh he 


ſpake. By comparing ver. 10. with ver. 3, 5. and chap. 


vii. 55. it ſeems highly probable, that the wiſdom and 
the ſpirit by which he ſpake, means he ſpake that which 
in words by the Holy Ghoſt was revealed to him. This 
is the explication given by Dr. Whitby, as quoted above. 


Compare the foregoing verſes with chap. iv. 8—12. al- 


ready conſidered. | 
Another text to our purpoſe, is chap. xi. 28. And there 


Jloed up (in the church at 8 one named Agabus, and 
fignified ' by the Spirit (or in St. 


7 - : aul's words, vow the 
Spirit ſpeaketh expreſiy) that there ſhould be a great dearth 
—— all then — which came to paſs in the days of 
Claudius Ceſar. | 
Of this perſon's propheſying, we have a remarkable 
inſtance to the preſent purpoſe, chap. xxi. 11. And-wher 
he was come down unto us (at Ceſarea) he took up Paul's 


girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and ſaid, Thus 
ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, ſo ſhall the Fews at Feruſalem bind 


the man that owneth this girdle, and ſhall deliver him inta 
the hands of the Gentiles. 
Agreeably hereto, i. e. the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt , 
in the diſciples of Chriſt, is what is recorded, chap, xiii. 2, 
As they (the prophets and teachers at Antioch) miniſtered 
ta the Lord, and faſted, the Holy Ghs/t ſaid (by one or 
more of the prophets) Separate now unto me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the work whereunto I have called them. They 
being thus. by the verbal direction of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the prophets, choſen to the work, it is ſaid, ver. 4. ſo they 
being ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt departed. | a 1 
In theſe-paſſages are recorded the very words or expreſ- 
ſions of the Holy Ghoſt, by which the will of God was. 
revealed to the diſciples of Chriſt. And therefore r 
ſhew that the inward gifts of the Spirit, they had received, 
were the mitaculous gifts only. e 
99% * 0 


o See this ſubject cutjouſiy ated by the laſt quoted Author. Effay 
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The texts which will illuſtrate and ſtrengthen the plain 
meaning of thoſe fore A and the obſervations on them, 


are in St. Paul's firſt Epiſt 
and xiv. | | 
To theſe Chriſtians he writes, chap. i. 4—7. I thank 
my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which" 
is given you by Jeſus Chriſt; that in every thing (i, e. in all 
ſpiritual gifts) ye are enriched hy him in all utterance, and in 
all knowledge (or ye abound in every thing in faith, in 
utterance, and knowledge, 2 Epiſt. viii. 7.) even as. 
the teſtimony of Chriſt was confirmed in you. So that ye came 
behind (i. e. were inferior to other congregations) in 0 
gift. The meaning of ver. 5, 6, 7, is, A converſion 
« ſo intire, that you are now endowed with thoſe very 
«© powers and extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, both for 
<< underſtanding and preaching the goſpel, by which you 
« were brought to the faith of it. And are inferior to no 
«© other churches in any extraordinary endowments of the 
Holy Spirit, which are ſo many s & ws to aſſure you 
% how acceptable you ſhall be to God at the great day of 
« Chriſt's appearance.” ' 
In chap. xii. 1—7. the apoſtle reminds them of their 
having the Spirit of God. —Now concerning ſpiritual gifts, 
i. e. perſons endowed with the Spirit) brethren, I would 
not have you ignorant, namely, of this, That in your ſtate 
of gentile heatheniſm, when you ſerved dumb ſenſeleſs idols, 
to which you were led by the votaries of idolatry, ye were 
then not endowed with theSpirit of God, which you noware: 


e to the Corinthians, chap, xit. 


_ Wherefore I give you to underſtand, or put you in mind 


that no man who is ſeparated from that worſhip, and has 
the Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus accurſed, 7. e. ſays he, is 
an impoſtor, or is not come in the fleſh, 1 John v. 1—6. 
for this evident reaſon} namely, becauſe being endowed 
with the Spirit of Chriſt, he has in himſelf a deciſive wit- 
neſs or proof of the contrary ; and, therefore, he cannot 


conſiſtently therewith call Jeſus accurſed. Neither likewiſe i {7 / { UF 
d ſpiritual man cat ſay Jeſus is Lord, i. e. his Lord; N 
but by the Holy Ghoſt; i. e. no man ſtands in that relation 


to him, who has not received the Holy Ghoſt; or, in St. 
Paul's words, Now iF any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his, i. e. whoſoever is a diſciple of Chriſt, has 
received the Spirit of Chriſt, See 1 John iv. 15. compared 
with ver. 12, 13. iii, 444. | 
But from your own experience, you know that every man 
has not the ſame kind of proof in himſeff of theſe things, 
4 i. 6. 


t ½ 1 


1. e. every man has not the fame gift of the 8 irit 3 „er, 


or noth, there are diverſittes of gifts, i. 2. diftributions of 


the Spirit, in ſpiritual men, or men endowed with the 
Bpiric, which proveJeſus is no impoſtdr, and by which they 
call Jeſus Lord; but then All thele gifts proceedfrom one 
and the ſame Spirit. Lidetwiſi there are difference; of ad- 
8 i, . ſome. hive more, ſome leſs of 
theſe gifts of the Spirit; but they are all given by one Lord. 
And there are diverſities of tþeration, 1. e. the Spirit of 
God does not work juſt after the ſame manner in all 
ſpiritual men; but notwithNanding your experience teftifirs 
to this truth, yet you ought to remember it is the ſame Ged 
(not a multiplicity of gods) which worketh all theſe di- 
verfities of operation in all ſpiritual men. dats 

Thus, brethren, from your own experience, you 
plainly diſcern the difference between your former and 
preſetit religious ſtate.— The idols, or falſe gods, you 
worſhipped, could not impart to you the Spirit of God, 
that you afe endowed with by your embracing the teli- 
gion of Chriſt your only Lord. But let me, particularly, 
remind you of what at preſent you ſtand much in need 
of from your imprudent emulation in the exerciſe of the 
gifts of the Spitit, namely, that the manifeſtatlon of the 
Site in its ſeveral gifts, which you have received, is given 
to every man among you, not for oſtentation, in the ex- 
erciſe of his gift, but to profit withal, i. e. for the per- 


—_ 


fenting of the ſaints, for the wark of the miniſtry, for the 2 


ediſyinę of the budy of Chriſt. . 
| Eee ep ien of the apoſtle's worde, it appears 


very manifeſt, that he ſpeaks only of the miraculous gift 


of the Spirit, which, in their operation in them, bore indiſ- 
putable witneſs, they had received the Spirit of God. —I 
ver. 8—12. he enumerates the gifts of the Spitit, ſaying 
For unto ont is given by the Spirit, the word of 

andt her the ward of Rnowlee Ay the fams pirif; to alle 
tber faltbBby the ſame Spirit ; 16 anather the gifts » 
hbtalliy thi ſame Spirit; to another the wor hing of mir acl 
to ajiotber prophety ; to another he diſcernings of Spirits” 1 


anbt her divers kind of tongues © to another the interpretation? 


| 4 tongues. 4 But all theſe worketh, that one and the ſam 
pirit dividing ſeverally to every man as he will, Com- 
' pare herewith Rom. xii. 6, 7 8. Having then gifts, 
differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether 
* prophecy, let us propheſ agording to the proportion of faith : 
br miniſtry, let us wait on our qiniftring ; or he that teacheth, 


en teaching; or he* that exhorteth, on exbortation; he that 
X , D | 


giveth, 


wiſdom; 12 


„ 


gr 
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iveth, let him do it with ſimplicity ; he that ruleth, with di- 
igence ; he that ſheweth mercy, with chearfulneſs. Epheſ. 
iv. 7—12. But to every one of us is given grace according 
to the meaſure of the gift of. Chriſl— And he gave ſome, 
(gifts to) apoſtles : and ſome, prophets : and ſome, evangelifts : 
and ſome, paſtors and teachers; forthe perfetting of the Saints, 
4 the work of the miniſiry, for the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt. | 5 5 
2 whence theſe Corinthian chriſtians received theſe 
extraordinary gifts, and their miraculous operation in 
them, cannot be more juſtly explained, agreeably to the 
apoſtle's intention, than in the words of that admirable 
eld who ſays, They were very dt 
„ perly called (gr.) inworkings, becauſe they were abovy 
« all Human power. Men of themſelves could do no- 
« thing of them at all, but it was God, as the apoſtle 
<< tells us here, who in theſe extraordinary gifts of the 
«© Holy Ghoſt did all that was done; it was the effect of 
his immediate operation, as St. Paul aſſures us in that 
<« parallel place, Phil. ii. 13. In which chap. ver. 3, 
© and 14. we find that the Philippians ſtood a little in 
&« need of the ſame advice which St. Paul ſo largely preſſes 
« upon the Corinthians,” On ver. 4. Dr. Whitby ob- 
ſerves, + Theſe operations being miraculous and far ex- 
s ceeding the power of any creature, as fitly are aſcribed 
© to the Creator of all things.“ tbr 
If in ver. 8. by the word of wiſdom, as a gift of the 
Spirit, the apoſtle intended apoſtles only, as ver. 28. 
which is the ſenſe given by moſt interpreters; it conſiſted 
F in a clear revelation of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
| | . full latitude of it, or an exact underſtanding of the true 
1 | ARR nature and deſign of the Chriſtian religion in general. Or 
| in St. Paul's words, chap. ii. 9—1 3. But God hath revealed 
ben (the things before mentioned) unto us (apoſtles) by the 
pirit ; for the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea the. deep 
things (i. e. councils of God.) John xvi. 134 14, 15. For 
hat man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the eſpirit of 
a man which is in him; even ſo the things of God: knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God, (i. e. no man merely of 
himſelf could diſcover or know the myſterieg of God in 
the goſpel, any more than he can know the ſecret 
thoughts in another man's breaſt. The way by which 


See the ſame proved in the laſt cited Author, Vol. I, Page 132, &e. 
* R ad is TA * bo. IS. + SS 3 ako. 
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the latter are known, is his imparting them by words; 
ſo the way by which God makes known the former, is in 
the words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. Now we 
have not received the ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit 
which is of God, that we might (thereby) know the things 
ver. q.) which are freely given to us of God. Which things 
alſo we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom . 
eth, but (in the words) which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, com- 
paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. Compare herewith 
Epheſ. ili. 2—8. Gal. i. 11, 12, 16. 8 | 


Another gift of the Spirit, is that of knowledge, by C0 


which, according to Mr. Locke's juſt interpretation, is 
meant, The knowledge of the true ſenſe and true 
<6 meaning of the Holy Scriptures, of the Old Teſtament, 


ff 7 


for the jr and confirmation of the goſpel,” “ 


Which explication I judge is illuſtrated in Stephen's 
ſpeech, * vii. and chap, viii. 30—35. xiii. 15—41, ii. 
-14---36,* - 

x & by next gift mentioned by the apoſtle, is that of faith. 
On this gift, Mr. Locke obſerves, e by (gr.) faith 
(is meant) the aſſurance and confidence in deliverin 
& and confirming the doctrine of the Goſpel, which be- 
<6 comes doQtors and teachers. Rom, xii. 3, 6.” This 
explication of the gift of faith ſeems to be very Tl 


grounded, and, I judge, is illuftrated in the following paſ- 
| how Acts vi. 3. of Stephen it is ſaid, he was full of the 
Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom ; this, in ver. 5. is expreſſed, he 
was full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft, and ver. 8, it is ſaid, 
he was full of faith and power : ver. 10. in his diſpute with 
the ſynagogue, &c. it is ſaid, they were not able to reſift the 
wiſdom and the ſpirit by which he ſpake: which words, he 
was full of faith, &c. compared with the context, and 
following chapter, evidently mean, that by the immedi- 
ate miraculous power of the pou Spirit, he ſpake the 
word of God with an undaunted affurance and confidence, 
that became a teacher of the word. Arm | 

- Of the ſame gift of the Spirit, I imagine, Luke ſpeaks, 
Adds, chap. xi. 22, 23, 24. concerning Barnabas, whom 
the church ſent to Antioch; who when he came, and had 
ſeen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, 
that with purpoſe of heart. they would cleave unto the 
Lord. For (that which eminently qualified him for this 


ts Ant more largely illuſtrated by the laſt quoted au 
thor, page 4345+, © | 


Ds -. work 


Faith J 


ae 
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work was) he was a good man and Full the Fly Ghoſt, 
and of faith, and much people were added to the Lord. 
Of this gift of faith, as given to apoftles, ſee Acts iv. 
8—13, 29—31. xiv. 3. Ix, 19-22, 27, 1 Theſ. i. 5: 
ii. 2. 2d Epiſtle, i. 11, 12, compared with Acts xvii. 


109. nd W — 

or Tf he apoſtle tells the Corinthian chriſtians they abounded 

in faith, 1. e. as à gift of the Spirit, 2d Epiſtle, viii. 7. 
How neceſſary and uſeful this gift was, at that time, is 

moſt admirably diſplayed hy Lord Barrington in bis. firſt 

Eſſay already referred to. | 


Of the gifts of the Spirit ben, given for healing and 
working A miracles, it is too evident to be denied, they 
were miraculous gifts only. inen 
Another gift of the Spitit, mentioned ver. 10, is pro- 
hecy. By prophecy in the New Teſtament is meant, 
Iſt.) foretelling things to come. Of this, two inſtances 
are recorded of Agabus, already cited, Acts xi. 27, 28. 
xxi. 10, 11. See alſo 1 Tim. iv. 1, &c. | 
Propheſying, St. Paul hath defined to be ſpeaking 
unto men for edification, and exhoxtation, and com- 
„ A | 


On which gift of the Spirit, Mr, Locke moſt juſtly ob- 


ſetves: So that even in theſe extraordinary praiſes (ver. 


% 27-—33-) which any one ſung to God by the immediate 


* motion and impulſe (i. e. reve/ation) of the Holy Ghoſt, 
«© Which was one of the actions called propheſying, they 
& ſung alone, And, indeed, how could it be otherwiſe ? 
« For who could join with the prophet in things dictated 
to him alone by the Holy Ghoſt, which the others 
* could not know, till the prophet uttered them? Every 
ſpeaking to others, for edification, &c, was not pro- 

pheſying, but only when ſuch ſpeaking was a ſpiritual 
6 gift, performed by the immediate and extraordinary 
* motion (7, e. revelation) of the Holy Ghoſt, Vide chap. 
4% XIV. 1, 12, 24, 30. For example, ſinging praiſes to 
Gad was called propheſying; but we ſee when Saul pro- 
pheſyed, the Spirit of God fell upon him, and he was 
turned into another may. 1 Sam, x, 6, Nor do I 
© think any place in the New Teſtament can be pro- 
« duced, wherein propheſying ſignifies bare reading the 
4% ſcripture, or any other action performed without the 
% ſupernatural impulſe and aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God. 
„This we are. ſure, that propheſying, which St. Paul 
#" here ſpeaks of, is one of the extraotdigary gifts 4 * 
4 , * » 7 a 
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et, by the Spirit of God. Chap. xii. 10. Now that the 
t Spirit of God, and the; gift of prophecy, ſhould be 
© poured out upon women as well as men, in the times of 
„ the goſpel, is plain from Acts ii. 17.” 

On chap. xii. 10. he farther obſerves, <©* Propheſying 
© comprehends three things, predicting, ſinging by the 
e dictates of the Spirit, and underſtanding and explaining 
<« the myſterious ſenſe of ſcripture,. by an immediate il- 
© lumination and motion, of the Spirit, as we have already 
c ſhewn, And that the propheſying here ſpoken. of was 
< by immediate revelation. . V.ide chap, xiv. 29—31.“ “% 

The next gift mentioned by the apoſtle, is. diſcernings 
of ſpirits, In which is included (1ft.) by the teaching of 

e Spirit, was made known to him, who had this gift, the 
ſecret thoughts and intentions of men, as Corinth. xiv. 
245 25. Acts V. 1-9. XI, ( 8, 11. For a farther ex- 
planation of which, ſee Mark ii. 6, 7, 8. Luke v. 21, 22. 
2m yi, , a.. 

(2d,) By this gift, proper perſons were pointed out 
and of to the work of the miniſtry. Acts xiii, 2, 3s 
4+ xx. 28. 1 0 rr | 

(3d.) By this gift, perſons were enabled to diſcern. and 
Try who were falſe prophets and falſe chrifts. 1 John ii. 
18, 19, 20, 27, iv, I, 2, 3. compared with Matth. 
XXiv, 23—26. Mark xiii. 21, 22, 23. 2 Corinth, xi. 
12—15. 2 Peter ii. 1, 2, 3. 2 John v. 7—1I. 

On this gift, it is obſerved, . . And how neceſſary 
ce was an ability. to try the ſpirits, when the revelations 
« of the Spirit were not compleated, and they (i. e. the 
& Chriſtians) furniſhed with but few or any of them in 


6 writing, by which they might try others; and when | 


c“ there were ſo many ſeducers and deceivers, falſe pro- 
„ phets, and falſe apoſtles, already lying in wait to draw 


ce them aſide with pretended” reyelations, with all ſigns 


& and lying wonders; and when the devil was to tranſ- 
c form himſelf into an angel of light, ſo as if it were poſ- 
< ſible to deceive the very elect? 4 


Finally, to theſe Corinthian: chriſtians were given the tongues 


miraculous gifts of tongues, and the interpretation of 
tongues. MM | 


* See this gift more largely treated in the laſt quoted author, page 
F Vide the laſt quoted writer, page 151. 
1 dee Dr. Whitby on John ü. 20. iv. 1, 2. 
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From St. Paul's account of the foregoing gifts of the 
Spirit, and the natural explication given of them, it is 
moſt apparent, that ** were miraculous gifts only, and 
ho 


[ exerciſed by the _ ſt ſpeaking in them, whereby 
| they were indiſputably aſſured, that what they ſpoke was 
the revelation of the Spirit of God, f | 
( To theſe Chriſtians, who were enriched in all utterance, 
and in all knowledge; or who abounded in faith, in utter- 
rance, and knowledge, the apoſtle writes, appealing to 
them to judge, chap. iii, 16, 17. Know you not that ye 
\ La" are the temple of God,' and that the Spirit of God thwelleth 
te diene in you? If any man defile the temple of God (in which his 
Spirit dwells) him ſhall God deſtroy : for the temple of | God 1 
#s holy, which temple ye are. „ en e 37Ge e 
The true meaning of theſe words, is expreſſed by Mr. 
Pile, on ver. 16.—“ Let your new and falſe teachers, 
© moreover conſider, that the chriſtian church is the 
cc temple of God, in a much higher ſenſe than the ſewiſh 
e temple ever was; and that the ſame God who former- 
4c ly manifeſted himſelf among the Jewiſh people, and 
cc was ſaid to dwell in their temple, does now, in a 
c much more eminent and effectual manner, dwell i 0 * 
c you, as the chriſtian church, by the full inſpirations, 
<< powers, and evidences of the Holy Spirit.” | 
After the ſame manner, the apoſtle writes, chap. vi. 19. 
What, know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
65% whichis in you (dwelleth in 1 which ye have of 
N God, and that ye are not your own ? Compare 2d Epiſtle, 
vi. 16, | Pen 18 | 
The following paſſages will farther illuſtrate the ſcrip- 
'ture import, of the Spirit of God dwelling in the diſciples 
of Cbriſt. Rom. viii. 95 Io, 11, 16. But ye are not 
in the fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit 
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his. And if Chrift (by his Spirit) 
e in you, the body is dead, becauſe of fin; but the 
Spirit is life, becauſe of righteouſneſs. But if the Spirit 
of him that raiſed up Feſus from the dead; dwell in you; 
he that raiſed up Chriſi from the dead, ſball quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. The 
Spirit uſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are 
the children of + God, Epheſ. ii. 18, 22. For through 
bim (Chriſt) we have an acceſc by one my unto the Fa- 


ther, In whom ye alſo are built together for an habita- 
Þ tien 


nue 
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tion of God through the Spirit. 1 John ii. 20, 27. But 
ye have an unttion from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things. — But the anointing which ye have received 
of him, abideth in you: and ye need not that any man 
teach you but, as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie: and even at it hath 
taught you, ye ſhall abide in him, Chap. iii. 24. And be 
that keepeth his commandments, dwelleth in him, and he in 
them : and hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the 
Spirit he hath given us. Chap. iv. 12, 13. No man 
hath ſeen God at any time. If we love one another, Gad 
dwilleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby we 
know that we dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe be 
hath given us of his Spirit, See alſo John xiv. 16, 17. 
Ephel. iii. 16, 17,*20. 2 Tim. i. 14. 
'The ſame apoſtle, by way of reproof to theſe Corin- 
thian chriſtians, tells them, 2d Epiſtle, chap. xiii. 3, 5. 
Since ye ſeek a proof (I ſuppoſe a farther proof) of Chriſt 
ſpeaking in me (by his Spirit) which (Spirit) to you-ward 
is not weak, but (in its miraculous gifts) is mighty in you. 
Know ye not your own ſelves (emphatically) how that Chriſt 
(by his Spirit) 7s in you, except ye be reprobates ? 
* The meaning of theſe words is farther expreſſed, by 
Dr. Whitby. Seeing, after all, the miracles done 
«© among you, and the miraculous gifts received by you, 
c you ſtill ſeek a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in or by 
„me, aſk your own ſelves, know you not by the gifts 
« exerciſed among you, except ye be rejected of God, 
4c that his Spirit, conveyed by my miniſtry, is ſill a- 
, - .<< mong you?“ 
In chap. xi. 4. The apoſtle argues with them.: 
For if be that cometh, preacheth another Feſus whom we - 
. bave not preached, or if ye receive another Spirit which | 
ye have not received, ye might well bear with him. Compare 
Gal. iii. 2, 3, 5 | 
| Theſe words evidently contain theſe ſeveral things: © ' +- © * 
1ſt. The apoſtle puts the truth of his being an apoſtle 
of Chriſt, in oppoſition to that of his oppoſer, (a falſe 
apoſtle, ver. 12— 15.) upon their having, by his miniſtry, 
received the Spirit of God. 2dly. Upon this ſtandard he 
appeals to them deciſively, to paſs judgment, whether he 
or his oppoſer was the apoſtle of Chrift. 3dly. The 
| apoſtle indiſputably knew on whoſe fide they muſt de- 
termine, if they anſwered according to truth; had he 
not known this, he Would not have riſked the iſſue of 
| . his 
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his apoſtolic character thereon. Athly. From hence it 
undeniably appears, that he and they were unqueſtionably 
aflured they had received the Spirit of God, and, conſe- 
quently, that by their having received the Spirit, the 
apoſtle means the miraculous gifts of the Spirit only ; for 
of no other receiving the Spirit could the apoſtle be indiſ- 
putably aſſured, or by which they could deciſively judge, 
of his being an apoſtle of Chriſt. TINT 

That to other chriſtian churches were given the like 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit, as has been ſliewn were 
given to this church, may be fairly infetred from the 
apoſtle's words, 1ſt Epiſtle, i. 4-7. before taken notice of, 
Likewiſe in chap. xiv. 33. he ſays, For God is not the 
author 2 confuſion, but of peace, as in all the Churches 
2 aints. i 


The meaning of which is juſtly expreſ- 

by Mr. Pile. For the Spirit that inſpires you is the 

5 Spirit of God, who is the God of peace and order; but 
<< never the author of confuſion: and that you may exer- 
, ciſe his gifts in an orderly manner, is plain from the like 
© exerciſe of them [i. e. the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
4 of which only the apoſtle is here ſpeaking] in all chri- 
<< ſtian churches, as I have accordingly appointed them 
< to do.” Chap. xi. 16. But if any man ſeen to be 
contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the churchrs 
of God, In the words of the above writer. 
«© And if any of your new teachers are reſolved to be 
<< contentious, and defend theſe practices, all I ſhall ſay 
<< to them, at preſent, is, That they encoutage (in the 
c exerciſe of ſpiritual gifts, viz. propheſying and praying 
« by the Spirit) what is contrary to the practice of all the 
6 chriftian churches that I have ſeen or heard of.” | 
That the Chriſtians at Rome were enriched. with the 
like extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, as were thoſe. at 
Corinth, will appear undeniable from the Epiſtle to 


| Ameise, To begin with Romans, chap. xii. 3-8. For J ſay, 


through the grace of God given unto me, io every man that 
is among yon, not fo think of himſelf more highly than 
he ought to think ; but to think ſoberly according as God 
hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith (i. e. gifts 
of the Spirit, vide Locke.) For as we have many member's 
in one body, and all the members have not the ſame of- 
fice : ſo we being many, are one body in Chriſt, and every 
one members one of anather. - Having the gifts, differing ac- 
cording to the grace (i. e, the Spirit of God) that is given 

9 | to 
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to us, whether prophecy, let us propheſy according to the pro- 
portion of faith (i. e. gifts of the Spirit) or miniflry, let us 
wait on our miniſtry, &c. Compare herewith Epheſ. iv. 
4—16. The apoſtle's intention in theſe verſes, I Imagine, 
is the ſame, tho” ſomewhat differently expreſſed, as in 
1 Corinth. xii. 4—27. OE, | 

The meaning of the foregoing verſes is well expreſſed 
thus by Mr. Pile : ©* And whereas both Jews and Gen- 
« tiles converts now, as Chriſt promiſed, are bleſt with 
« extraordinary endowments of the Holy Ghoſt, I, as an 
c inſpired apoſtle, do now exhort you neither to extol 
« and magnify any ſuch gift, beyond what they really 
c are, nor to exalt themſelves into a contempt of other 
&« Chriſtians upon that account. For, as in the human 
% body, tho' ſome members may be of more apparent 
« and viſible uſe than others, ſome ſtronger, 1 Corinth. 
c xii. others more feeble ; ſome more honouraole, others 
« leſs; yet all have their proper and neceſſary functions 
« for the good of the whole frame. Even ſo in the 
% Chriſtian church, while ſome ſpiritual gifts may be 
«© more eminent and remarkable than others, yet all de- 
<« grees of them, even the meaneſt, have their excellent 
e uſes and purpoſes : all pifte ſons (i. e. all Chriſti- 
« ans) are ſome way needful members of this body of Chriſt, 
© and none ought to be deſpiſed, . 

As therefore God has diſtributed theſe extraordinary 
cc endowments, according to his own good pleaſure, and 
« your offices and places in the church are of different 
« kinds, let every one exerciſe his own-prudently and 
« modeſtly, and to the beſt advantage. He that has the 
c gift of. prophecy for inſtance (i. e. either of interpre- 
<« ting ſcripture by inſpiration, or of foretelling future 
ce things) let him interpret or foretell no further than the 
« Spirit clearly and plainly direas him, &c.% © | | 

To which I may juſtly add Mr. Locke's words, alread: 
quoted, which I judge are as applicable to the gifts of the 
Spirit here mentioned as to thoſe in 1 Corinth. xii. 4, &c. 

%» They are very properly called :nworkengs, becauſe 
« they were above all human power; men of themſelves 
could do nothing of them at all, but it was God, as 
the apoſtle tells us, who, in theſe extraordinary gifts 
©« of the Holy. Ghoſt, did all that was done; it was the 
«© immediate effect of his power.” | | 

The other paſſages. v this epiſtle, which likewiſe par- 
ticularly ſhew, that by the in ward gifts of the Spirit, theſe 

E Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians, were taught the will of God, are in chap, 
viii. I—I4. | 
To underſtand the genuine meaning of what the apoſtle 
here ſays, concerning the Spirit, about which interpre- 
ters differ in their judgments, it ought to be Ae = # 
obſerved, that in chap. v. the apoſtle ſhews, both Jews 
and Gentiles were all involved in the effects of Adam's 
diſobedience, and that the bleſſings devolved upon them 
both, by Chriſt, were more than a balance to thoſe evils. 
This is ſhewed from ver. 15—19, | 
In chap. vi. 11 21. compared with chap. i. 18—32. 
it is very apparent, that at the ſame time the apoſtle 
argues with them upon what they ought to put in prac- 
tice, as riling with Chriſt in baptiſm to newneſs of life, he 


4 


ſkilfully, and in very lively terms, repreſents to them, 
that, before their converſion to the goſpel, they were all 
ſinners or ſlaves to fin, and therefore under a ſtate of con- 
demnation and death. 


The manner in which he evinces this point to them, 
+ 1s this, Fin here ſpoken of as a perſon, a proſopopeia, 
* is made uſe of thro' this and the followiig char 
7 | „ which muſt be minded, if we will al . them » 
[| right.“ This monarch, fin, was their ſovereign or ma- 
ſer, in ſervile obedience to whom they had yielded their 
members: herein was their ſtate of ſlavery. And there- 
fore lin is ſaid to reign or have dominion over them. 
The fruits of which ſervitude were condemnation and 
death. | 
In chap. vii. 7-25. the apoſtle ſhews the Jews they e 
were in a like condition with the Gentiles; this he argues 
after a like manner as to the Gentiles, by figuratively re- 
preſenting law, or the fleſh, as a monarch, who, by con- 
queſt, was become Their Tovereran or malſer. This per- 
fon he calls the law in their members, or the fleſh, to 
whom they had yielded obedience or ſervitude. In this 
Rate of ſubjection, as ſold under the dominion of fin, the 
- apoſtle repreſents them, not as the Gentiles LD ral bern 
flaves, but as captives to the law of fin and death, under 
whole dominion they were held: the fruits of which ſer- 
vitude were condemnation and death : ſo that of both 
Jews and Gentiles it was juſtly ſaid, O wretched man that 
Jam, who ſpall deliver me from the body of this death, or 
this body of death.* d. M, Aead booly 


* See Mr, Locks's | 


on Rom. viii, 11. 1 will 


1 

I will juſt remark, that, perhaps, one reaſon why the 
apoſtle argues with them both, after this manner, was, 
that to Gentiles, ſovereign or maſter was as familiar a 
figure, by which to expreſs their ſtate of ſlavery, as law 
or fleſh was to Jews, who obeyed or yielded obedience to 
the law, by being circumciſed. See the apoſtle's apology 
to the Gentiles, chap. vi. 19. And, perhaps, he included 
the like apology to'the Jews, chap. vii. 1, 2, 3. I will 
Juſt add, that it is probable, the reaſons why the apoſtle 
repreſents the Gentiles as natural born flaves, and the 
Jews only as captives to ſin, is, that he would avoid giv- 
ing too much offence to his Jewiſh brethren : and alſo, 
to ſhew them, that notwithſtanding they lived under the 
law of Moſes, yet they were captives to fin ; which being 
but very little, if any thing, ſuperior to ſlavery by birth, of 
conſequence they ſtood in equal need of redemption from 
it with'the Gentiles, But to return— 

I think, no perſon who has entered thoroughly into the 
ſpirit and deſign of the apoſtle in chap. viii. 1—14. and 
compared it with the two foregoing chapters, but muſt 
ſee the expreſſions harmonize each other. As I have ob- 
ſerved, in chap vi. fin is hguratively repreſented to be a 
perſon, In chap. vii. the ſame = is expreſſed by 
fleſh, or the law in their members. o this maſter, in 
chap. viii. is oppoſed the Spirit of God, which, as has 
been ſhewed, they had received. Sin, or the law, in 
their members, had been the ruling, guiding principle 
they had yielded themſelves to, or were led or walked by. 
But now they yielded themſelves to, or were led, or walk- 
ed by the Spirit. Sin, or the law, in their members, had 
dwelt in them, but now having crucified fin, or the fleſh, 
the Spirit of God dwelt in them. Sin, or the fleſh, had 
made them ſlaves, or brought them into captivity, ſo that 
what they did they allowed not. But now by the Spirit 
they were made free, or ſet atliberty, from the dominion 
of fin. By ſin, or the law in their members, they had 
been brought'into a ſtate of condemnation. But now 
there was no condem nation to them who walked after the 
Spirit, By fin, or the law in their members, they had 


been dead, as ſlain by fin, who ſhall deliver me from the 


body of this death, or, the wages of fin is death. But 
now, by the Spirit, they had received or obtained life; 
were quickened; for if through the Spirit ye mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. * - : 


» See the laſt-cited noteof Ms, Locke alſo bij note op chap. vi 6,11, 
2 | 
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But farther, they being delivered from their former 
ſtate, were debtors (but) not to the fleſh, to live after the 
fleſh, but to the Spirit; ſeeing it was by the Spirit, and 
not by the fleſh, they were delivered from their former 
condition. | | | 
In their former ſtate, while they were ſlaves or cap- 
tives to fin, or the law in their members, they neither 
were Chriſt's nor the ſons of God; but having had the 
love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, they were the ſons of God, i. e. if they were 
led by the Spirit of God, This was not the ſame Spirit 
they had received while ſlaves or captives to fin ; that was 
a Spirit of fear, whereas now they had received the Spirit 
of adoption, (i. e. ſonſhip) whereby they cried, Abba, Fa- 
ther, T he Spirit of fear which formerly they had re- 
ceived, bare witneſs to their minds, that they were in 
a ſtate of ſlavery or captivity. But now the Spirit itſelf 
(the Spirit of God) beareth witneſs with their own ſpirit, 
or mind, that they were the ſons of God. The apoſtle 
adds, aud if children, then heirs of God (i. e. to all the 
bleſſings and promiſes of the goſpel, and particularly to 
the Spirit of God, for herein we are) joint heirs with 
Chriſt; if ſo be (or ſeeing that) we ſuffer with him, we 
ſhall be alſo glorified together. See the ſame ſubject more 
conciſely, and after a ſomewhat different manner, argued 
by the apoſtle, Gal. iv. 1-8. v. 16—25.*: , 292 
In this view of the apoſtle's argument, it appears very 
evident, that by the word ſpirit, from ver. 1—7. he means 
the ſpirit of God, or the Holy Ghoſt, which God had 
ſhed abroad in their hearts. This Spirit he repre- 
ſeats, by its teaching in them, to be a guiding principle of 
action, which he oppoſes to ſin, or the law in their 
members, or the fleſh, by which they had formerly been 
led or walked, And therefore if the apoſtle deſigned. to 
ſhew them that they had been led or walked by the ſug- 
geſtions of the fleſh, which is very evident he intended, 
it will certainly follow he likewiſe deſigned to ſhew them 
they ought now to be led or walk by the dictates of the 
Spirit of God. "IT E 
That which further illuſtrates this ſenſe, as intended by 
the apoſtle, and likewiſe that the word ſpirit, ver. 1—7. 
means the Spirit of God only, as is particularly, ex- 
preſſed ver. 9, 10, 11, 13, 14. is, that in theſe verſes 
the apoſtle proſecutes his argument, in the ſame oppoſition 
already obſerved, between the fleſh and the Spirit of 
God. Thus ver. 1, 4. he ſays, there it now no conderima- 


1 tion 
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tion to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after 
the fleſh but after the Spirit. Ver. 13, 14. If ye through. 
the Spirit do mortify the | deeds of the body, ye ſball live 
(being delivered from condemnation.) For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of Ged. Ver. 6. 
to be carnally minded is death; but to be ſpiritually minded, 
(i. e. to be led by the Spirit) is life and peace. Ver. 11. But 
if the Spirit of God dwell in you, he ſball quicken (i. e. 
make you alive) your mortal (i. e. once ſpiritually dead) 
bodies. Chap. vi. 12. vii. 23, 24. By (or becauſe of) the 
Spirit that (now) dwelleth in you.'* Ver. 2. The law 0 

the Spirit of life hath made me free from the law of ſin 
and death, (i. e. ſet me at liberty from ſlavery or captivity 
to fin, and delivered mefrom that death, which by diſobedi- 
ence I had incurred.) Ver. 15. For ye have not received the 
Spirit of bondage again to fear (death, as chap. vii. 24.) but 
ye have (now) received the Spirit 4 adoption, (which, as it 
delivers you from ſlavery and the fear of death, makes you 
ſons) whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

Not to admit this to be the ſcope of the apoſtle's 
argument with Gentiles and Jews, entirely deſtroys one 
of the principal and moſt beautiful parts of the antitheſis, 
ſo obſervable in his,reaſoning, namely, the Spirit of God 
as a dictating princigle of action, oppoſed to ſin, or the 
law in their members; and conſequently muſt repreſent 
him go be a very looſe and inaccurate writer, which can 
never” be admitted by thoſe who impartially ſtudy his 
writings. For it is moſt evident, that in chap. vi. and 
vii. his deſign, as has been obſerved, is to ſhew that 
Gentiles and Jews had been led by the latter ; but if the 
apoſtle did not deſign to ſhew them they were now led 
or ought to be led by the former, the antitheſis is wholly 
loſt, and conſequently his argument, built thereon, is ot 
no force, becauſe there would have been -no foundation 
whereon to build. Whereas, in the above view of his 
reaſoning, the antitheſis appears in a-moſt beautiful and 
ſtriking light, and admirably well adapted to ſhew them 
that they ought, now, to be led wholly by, or obey the 
dictate of the Spirit of God, as they had formerly obeyed 
fin, or the law in their members. T3 UV * 

But further, ſecing it was one principal part of the 
apoſtle's deſign to ſhew them, that being led, or walking 
by the Spirit, conſiſted in the practice of - righteouſneſs, 
which is oppoſed to their former principle and conduct, 
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* See Mr, Locke's note on Epheſ. ii. 5. 
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it ſeems evidently to follow, that his meaning is, by the 

Spirit of God they were taught what was that righte- 
ouſneſs, 7. 2. in theſe particular parts of it, which by the 
Spirit they were led to obſerve. If the Spirit, as an in- 
ward gift ſhed abroad in their hearts, did not clearly re- 
veal or make it known to them, how could they by the 


Spirit know wherein it conſiſted ? But, if by the Spirit 


they did not know this, how could they therein be led or 


k by the Spirit ? For what the apoſtle ſays, by way of 
reproof to the Corinthians concerning their ſpeaking in 


unknown tongues by the Spirit, that on were unedifying . 


to the church, becauſe not underſtood by them, is here 
equally applicable, namely, that theſe Roman Chriſtians 
could not be edified, or, in the apoſtle's words, led or 
walk by the Spirit, unleſs its dictates were intelligible and 
under ſtood.* 

To reconcile St. Paul's reaſoning here with any mere 
ſenſible or bodily impulſe or agitation, made by the' Spirit 
of God, not accompanied with a clear revelation of the 
will of God to their minds, I judge can never be done ; 
and I am abundantly convinced, from the arguments ad- 


vanced in: theſe pages, is wholly diſcountenanced by the 
ſcripture account of the inward gifts of the Spirit, given 


to the diſciples of Chriſt at that time. 

There ate only two objections that I apprehend may 
be made againſt this reaſoning, which are, either that by 
ſpirit, ver. 1—7. is meant the goſpel or word of God, or 
the temper or diſpoſition of Chriſt. To which I anſwer, 
when they are ſhewn to be the apoſtle's meaning, as it 
ſtands connected with his argument in this and the two 
foregoing chapters, I will admit of the objections, and 
that the arguments built on the contrary opinion are in- 
concluſive. 


Before I quit the obſervations on chap. viii. I beg leave 


to take further notice of ver. 15, 16. 
And I would here offer it to the reader's conſideration, 
whether St. Paul had not a particular meaning in theſe 


words, not taken notice of by expofitors ; But ye have 


received thr Spirit of adoption (i. e. ſonſhip) whereby we 

cry, Abba, Father. Or, as the ſame thing is expreſſed in 

Gal. iv. 6. And becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth 

the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

By comparing the context in both theſe chapters, the 
* See Mr, Locke's note on Gal, v. 18, p 

| | 8 S's \ * occaſion 


* 


A 


3 


* 


1 82 ] ä 
occaſion of their crying Abba, Father, ſeems to ariſe from 
their having been redeemed from a ſtate of ſlavery to fin, 
by God's having adopted them as his ſons ; nay, made 
them joint heirs with Chriſt. In which happy deliverance 
and advancement, I ſuppoſe, the apoſtle deſigned to ex- 
preſs that peculiar and lively joy which was particularly . 
wrought in them by the agony of the Holy Spirit 
The words cry and crying (here denoting joy of heart) 
as they occur in the ſcripture, I believe, always ſignify a 
' peculiar ſtate of mind, from whatever cauſe it ariſes ; 
whether it be fear, hope, joy, or ſarrow. It is evident, 
the cauſe of that unuſual ſtate of mind here intended, of 
38? their 72 Father, was the operation of the Spirit , 
of God. Nay, the apoſtle ſpeaks of this in Galatians {y.6. 
the language of the Spirit itſelf in them, when he ſays, 
God bath jen forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, Alle 
crying, Abba, Father. 
This particular and experimental joy, the apoſtle plain- 
ly repreſents, as including, 1ſt, Their having a very affec- 
ting ſenſe of their deliverance from the flavery of ſin. 2dly, 
That by the Holy Spirit exciting this joy in them, they 
BIR were unqueſtionably aſſured they were the ſons of God: 
4. 6 for, becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
his*Sdn into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Or, the 


love of God (as your father) is ſhed abroad in your hearts | 
by the Holy Ghoſt. | al 1 
Agreeable to this view of the apoſtle's words, is founded J Ul P 
what he ſays,,ver. 16. The Spirit itſelf (moſt determinate Ro771- 
4 indeed) bear?% witneſs with our ſpirit (i. e. our heart) 


that we are the children of God. | 
iſt, If the Spirit in its operation in them bare witneſs 
with their ſpirit (which the apoſtle affirms it did) it is 
certain their ſpirit diſcerned or perceived that witneſſing, 
whenever they had it, or in whatſoever manner it bare 


— _- Witneſs in them. This ſeems plain, becauſe, unleſs their 

— ſpirit diſcerned it, it could by no, witnels to, their Tpurit. 

I bereſore, to affirm with the apoltie, TRAIT? 

bear witneſs with their ſpirit, and yet not own that their | 

ſpirit diſcerned the operation of the Spirit in them, in 

which conſiſted at leaſt one part of the witneſs, is highl | 
abſurd, and, I think, intirely contradicted by the Dn 1 5 — 

meaning of the apoſtle s words. Would it not be abſurd _ 

in an high degree, to affrtn of any man, or any man to r 
afflrm of himſelf, that his ſpirit bears witneſs of his being 
a child of God, when be Snnοt dilcern or perceive hi 


——pirit 
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ſpirit does bear ſuch a witneſs within him. And is it not 


equally ſo, to affirm that the Spirit does bear witneſs with 
their ſpirit, and yet their ſpirit not perceive or diſcern 
any ſuch witneſs? | 

I conclude, therefore, ſince the apoſtle affirms the Spirit 
bare witneſs with their ſpirit, that it was as diſcernible 
and evident in them, as the witneſs of their own ſpirit, 
that they were the children of God. 

2dly. But, farther, the apoſtle ſaith the Spirit itſelf 
beareth witneſs with (not only to but with) our Spirit. From 
whence I conclude, the Spirit was a joint witneſs with 
their ſpirit, that they were the children of God. But how 
could the ſpirit be a joint witneſs with their ſpirit, unleſs 
their ſpirit perceived the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
any more than their own ſpirit could be a witneſs to them, 
when they did not perceive that witneſs ? Their perceiv- 
ing or being ſenſible of the witneſs of their own ſpirit, 
was what made them know they had ſuch a witneſs, and 
without ſuch a perception, - they could not have known 


it, no more could they have known the witneſs of the 


Spirit, unleſs they perceived the operation of the Spirit in 


them, in which conſiſted the joint witneſs with their 


ſpirit, . 
From the foregoing conſiderations, it appears, either 
that they perceived evidently, the witneſs of the Spirit of 


God, as well as that of their own ſpirit, or they had 
b only one witneſs, namely, that of their own ſpirit; But 
this is manifeſtly contradictory to the plain meaning of 


the apoſtle's words, who fays——the Spirit itſelf beareth 
witneſs (jointly) with our ſpirits, Therefore it muſt” be 
granted, either that they perceived the witneſs of the Spirit 
of God, or the apoſtle has not given us a juſt account of 
it, or, at leaſt, he has expreſſed himſelf with great impro- 
priety. py us? 


on the joint witneſs of the Spirit of God, which are, 


Ads xx. 22, 23. And now behold, I go bound in the ſpirit, 


(See Matth. iv. 1. Mark i. 12. Luke iv. I.) unto Feru- 


ſalem, not knowing (particularly) the things (i. e. the per 


Jecutjon) that ſhall befall me (chere) ſave (or except in the 
general I know) that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city 
(with my own knowledge and experience) ſaying Ito wed 
"that bonds and afflictions abide me (i. e. the Holy Gh 


teachieth me, that wherever I preach. the goſpel, to look 


Jo paſſages, I imagine, illuſtrate theſe obſervations | 


for perſecutions.) From whence it is plain, that, by the 


Holy 


Holy Ghoſt, he had a moſt evident intuitive witneſs with 
his own knowledge and experience, that bonds and affli&ti- 
ons awaited him. | | 3 Ie 

The other paſſage is Rom, ix. 1, 2, 3. I jay 
the truth in Cbriſt, 1 lie not, my conſcience alſo (as well as 
the truth I affirm in Chriſt) braring me witneſs in the Holy 
Gheft, (i. e. the Holy Ghoſt, which knoweth my heart, 
beareth me witneſs, or is a joint witneſs with my con- 
ſcience, that what I affirm is real truth, and no lie) that I 
have great heavineſs and continual ſorrow in my heart, for 
my brethern, my kinſmen, according to the fleſh: . | 
Whatever manner the Holy Ghoſt bare this joint wit - 
neſs with his conſcience in, it is undeniable it was to him | 
) as evident as that of his own conſcience, and therefore uc 
was after a miraculous manner. . artet 
3dly. There is another thing manifeſily implied in the 

words which ought to be particularly obſerved, namely, 

that the witneſs , the Spirit of God, he ipeaks of, was not 

that of the fruits of the Spirit, as mentioned ver. 14, and 

in ſome of the foregoing verſes, but of the Spirit itſelf. — 

His words are very determinate ; the Spirit itſelf beareth 

witneſs with our Spirits, that we are the children of Gad— 

Or, in Dr. Taylor's paraphraſe & And the Spirit 

<< itſelf, which we have received in its miraculoys gifts, 

* confirms the teſtimony of our own hearts and con- 

cc ſciences, that we are the children of God.“ I think 8 

is exceeding eyident, that the apoſtle here ſpeaks of the WU 
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at © * its ot the Spirit. A there 18 ( 


foundation for this diſtinction, I am perſuaded, in purt 
appears from the oblervations DET, in Ten Dage 


nd Particular rom this COnideration, bz. that . thoie 


fo empraced The pope, Teehrer the trony Gfont, anc 
immediately had this witnels before They could have tha 


ariino irom the-iruits Or the fpirits. 2; 2. eir acting 
agreeable to its teaching in tem, Which fruits are in- 
cluded in the foregoing verſes, and enumerated Gal. v. 
22—206. r 

T he paſſages which will illuſtrate and confirm this ob- 
ſervation, are in Acts xv. 7, 8, 9. Here the apoſtle 
Peter ſays, conccerning Cornelius and his friends, that Gad 
bare them witneſs (i. e. that he now adopted them as his 
children) giving them the Holy Ghoft,. eyen as he did unto 
us,apofiles. Wherein the- nature of the witneſs of tte 
Spirit with their ſpiuit e the appears from chap. x. 
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44-47. I preſume there can be nb doubt, that the wit- 
neſs of the Spirit was evidently diſcerned by their ſpirit z 


or by the Holy Ghoſt they ſpake with tongues and magni- 
28. he ts 


I preſume the apoſtle includes this kind of witneſs, we 
are ſpeaking of, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
chap. i. 6. ye received the word in much afflittim, with 
Jay of the Holy Gho/t (by which ye are ſealed as the children 
of God. | 

And nally, it appears from the context, and Gal. iv. 
1—6. that this witneſs of the Spirit with their ſpirit, was a 
proof in themſelves, that God had adopted them to be his 
children; or, in Mr. Locke's words, in his judicious 
note on Gal. iv. 6. The force of the (apoſtle's) argu- 
« ment ſeems to lie in this, that as he that hath the ſpirit 
<6 of a man in him, has an evidence that he is the ſon of 
«© man, ſo he that has the Spirit of God, has thereby an 
6 aſſurance that he is the ſon of God.” | : 

As it appears, that this witneſs of the Spirit was a proof 
in them that they were the ſons of God, furely it muſt - 
follow, that their ſpirit diſcerned or perceived that proof, 
otherwiſe it could be none to them, and conſequently 
they had no other witneſs, or proof, within themſelves, 
that they were the ſons of God, than their on ſpirit : 
but this manifeſtly contradicts the plain meaning of the 
apoſtle's words, which affirm they had two witneſſes, 
namely, the Spirit of Gag, and their. Dari tan ow» 
_ Mr L ke has juſtly.obfrved, that. a. man's having tH# — 
OS Þiri of man, is an evidence that. he is-the fon of man. But wap 

ſugpoſe r not. pengeive, onknowhe- has wit “ 
gf man, how ſhall he bg aſſured he is the. ſon of man? I am 
perſuaded, he cannot, be aſſured gf it, and the rgaſan is. plain. 
„ pamely, .becguſe he does not. perceive he- has the ſpirit of 
> an: and while he continues. withaut thatevidenceghe ean. 
er be 3flured he isse ongfgnane Indike manner the 


the ſons of God, if they did not perceive the operation of 
the Spirit in them, in which conſiſted at leaſt one part of 
the witneſs or proof thereof. * N 
ITbe only apology I ſhall offer, for being fo particular 
in — the apoſtle's true intention in Chap, viii. 
I—16.” is, 1ſt. Becauſe they are a moſt clear and Recifve 
proof, that by the Holy Spirit ſpeaking in the diſciples 
of Chriſt, they were taught the will of God. 2dly. Be- 
cauſe I judge theſe verſes have been generally miſrepre- 


ſented by expoſitors and otheg writers, and Rd the 2 
3 N „ * "© 243 Walt ys 
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epoſtle's meaning has not been fully underſtood. This I 
would be thought to mention with the utmoſt deference 
to men of ſuperior judgments who have commented on, or 
given their opinion herein. | , 

I hope I ſhall be excuſed, if I juſt add a citation from 
that admirable writer before quoted.“ But after our 
«« Saviour's aſcenſion, all the Lord's people became pro- 
* phets, and they were all taught of God, God pouring 
« out of his Spirit at once, and in an inſtant, upon all 
« fleſh, They had the Holy Ghoſt reſting upon them, 
« and not giving them a revelation now and then, but 
« being in them as a ſpring or rivers of living water. En- 
cc 1 ſome of them with the knowledge of truths 
<« of the greateſt comprehenſion and importance, giving 
<< them the underſtanding of all prophecies, and the re- 
«« yelation of the deepeſt myſteries, enabling them to 
« diſcern the ſpirits of others, to foretell particular events 
« for the good of the church, to exhort, to warn, to re- 
© buke, to admoniſh, to pray, to teach, to compoſe, and 
“ ſing hymas and pſalms, &c.“ SR 

Of the ſame Spirit of God, the apoſtle tells theſe Ro- 
man Chriſtians, in the chapter under conſideration, ver. 


26, 27. Likewiſe the Spirit helpeth our infirmities : for 


we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought : but the 
Spirit maketh 9 4 ap for us, with groanings which can- 
not be uttered. And he that ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, becauſe = maketh interceſſion 
for the ſaints, according to the will of Gad. 

In theſe words, are theſe ſeveral things intended; iſt. 
That by their infirmities, the apoſtle means the outward 
and inward afflictions they met with, mentioned in the 
preceding . verſes, and ver. 23. of the apoſtles who had 
received the firſt fruits of the Spirit. 2d. That under ſuch 
a ſtate, they at leaſt oftentimes knew not what to pray 


for, as they ought; i. e. whether it would be moſt accept- 


able to God, and redound moſt to their true happineſs, to 
pray to him for an immediate deliverance from perſecu- 
tions, or to be ſupported with patience under them. 3dly. 
Under the outward afflictions and inward uncertainty of 
judgment of what was beſt for themſelves, the Spirit helped 
their infirmities ; i. e. by teaching them, in the words of 
the Holy Ghoſt, what they. ſhould pray for as they ought, 
or, in the apoſtle's words, the Spirit maketh . 
far us with groanings, "which cannot be uttered, 4th, Their 
1 a * VigeoLord Barrington, page 179. 
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prayer being wholly dictated or revealed to them in the 
words of the Holy Ghoſt, and God knowing their hearts, 
and what was the mind of the Spirit, they prayed or made 
ſupplication to him in an acceptable manner. 
I judge, that what has before been urged in proof of 
their being led by the Spirit, will add light and ſtrength to 
the ſenſe now given of ver. 26, 27. x 
I conclude, St. Paul had nearly, if not the ſame thing 
in view, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, chap. vi. 18, 
compared with the preceding verſes, as in thoſe juſt con- | 
egen. ſidered. That prayer was one of the gifts of the Spirit, 7 
appears from 1 Corinth. xi. 4, 5, 13. Xiv. 14, 15, 16. 
compared with Jude, ver, 20. \ 
In chap. v. 5. the Apoſtle tells them, And hope maketh 5 
not aſhamed, becauſe the loye of God is ſbed abroad in our 
hearts, by the Holy Ghof? which is given unto us. On this 
text Dr. Whitby comments—(Greek, ſhed abroad.) 
„ This word is {till uſed in the New Teſtament, when 
«© ſpeaking of the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts it, 
« 17. x. 45. Titus iii. 6, and it is taken from Joel ii. 
«© 28—29. and fo this may refer to the (gr.) of the Holy 
&« Ghoſt, ſo liberally imparted to believers.” Dr. Taylor * 
ſays, “ And this hope is ſuch as will never deceive us, 
„ ſeeing the love which God beareth to us, and which 
<< will raiſe us to everlaſting life, is abundantly aſſured to 
„ our hearts by the gift and operation of the Holy Spirit, 
„which he hath imparted to us, 2152 
« It is giving us his Spirit to work miracles, to lead uy - 
< into all truth, to enliven and quicken our minds, and X 
is a demonſtration he intends to bring us to eternal 
„ %% ß Ge tea "F275 
Whatever was the particular evidence they had of the 
love of God being ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, it ſeems evident, from Dr. Taylor's words, that 
the Holy Ghoſt, in its operation in them, was in a very 
diſcernible (i: e. miraculous) manner; how elſe could the 
Holy Ghoſt be to them a demonſtration, that God in- 
-tended to bring them to eternal glory? Or how could 
it make them not 22 of their chriſtian calling ?* 
For the New Teftament import of the phraſe ſhed 
abroad, or pouring out the Holy Spirit, fee Acts ii, 17, 
18. And it ſhall come to paſs-in the laſt days (ſaith God) 
Iwill pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons and 
your daughters 2 propheſy,” aud your young men Pall ſee 
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viſions, and your old men ſhall dream dreams : and on my 
ſervants, and on my r Iwill pour out in thoſe 
days of my Spirit, and they M propheſys Ver, 1—4 
And when the day of Pentecoſ! was fully come, they were 
all with one actord in one place, And ſuddenly there came 
a ſound from heaven, as of a mighty ruſhing wind, and 
Ir filled all the uſe where they were ſitting. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Gheſt, and began to ſpeak with 
other tohgues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Chap. x. 
4, 45. While Peter yet pat theſe words, the Holy 
hoſt fell on all them that heard the word, And they of 
the* circumciſion which believed, were aſtoniſhed, as many 
as came with Peter, neon that on the Gentiles alſo was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Chap. xi. 15, 16, 17. 
xv. 8, 9, Titus iii. 5, 6. Not by works of e 
which we have done, but according to his mercy be ſaved 
us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; which he ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt | 
our Saviour. | i 
In Romans, chap. xiv, 17. the apoſtle writes to theſe 
Chriſtians ſaying, For the Cas don, of God (i. e. the Goſ- 
en is not (i. e. doth not conſiſt in) meat and drink (about 
hich you differ) but in righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy . 


in the Holy Ghoſt. The true . of the expreſſion, 72 42 


Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, is expreſſed by Dr. Whitby in theſe 
words: “ This cannot here == delight to do 003 or 
« rejoicing in unanimity, for the phraſe hath no ſuch 
«« ſenſe in ſcripture ; but always ſignifies an_inward io 
«« ariling from the <afalations of he O 3 As 
«© when the apoſtle faith, the TI heffalonians received the 
« word with much affliction and joy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
„ x Theſ. i. 6, And when St. Luke informs us, the 
« churches had peace, and, walking in the comfort of the 
Hoy Ghoft, were multiplied. Acts ix. 31.“ 

In chap. xv. 13. he tells the Chriſtians, Now the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghoſt ; i. e. 
<< may that God, who has called you Gentiles to be his 
4% people, ho has ſhed abroad his love in your hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt, which witneſſes with your ſpirits 
„that you are the children of God, fill you with hope 
s in the goſpel: ſalvation, and may it abound or increaſe 
in you by the inward powerful or effectual wor king of 
the Holy Ghoſt.” OW Wh e Y. 

If they abounde& in hope (as the fruit of their joy 
wherewith they were filled of God) by the power 1 
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Holy Ghoſt, it certainly follows, that the inward opera- 


* * 


tion of the Holy Ghoſt in them, was after à very diſ- 


cernible, i. e. i If the Holy Ghoſt in 
its operation in them was not diſcernible, how could St. 
Paul juftly conclude, as it is plain he does, - that their hope 
swould abound by the power of the Holy Ghoſt ? For the further 
meaning of the expreſſion, by the power of the HolyGhoſt,, 
ſee Ephel. i. 17, 18, 19. That the Gad of aur Lord Feſus 
Chrift, the Father f glory, may give unto yau (an increaſe) 
of the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation ; in the knowledge of 
him : the eyes of your under/landing being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the woe of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints, and what 
is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward wha be- 
Fieve according to the working of his mighty 22 Chap. 
Mi. 16, 19, 20. That he (i. e. God) would grant you ac- 
cording. to the riches of his glory, to be flrengthened with 
mig ht by his Spirit in the inner man; that Chrift may dwell 
in your hearts by faith. Naw unto him that is able 
to de exceeding abundantly above all that we aſt or think, - 
according to the power that worketh in us. Compare here- 


with Col. i. 9, 10, 11, 29. 2 Tim. 1 | 


In Rom, xv. 16. the apoſtle writes, That I. ſhould be the 
miniſſer Jeſus Chrift to the Gentiles, miniſtring the goſpel 
of God, that the offering up Y the Gentiles might be accept- 
able, being ſanctiſied by the Holy Gboſti. The ſenſe of the 
apoſtle here is well expreſſed by Mr. Locke, in his para- 

braſe, who ſays, me (the apoſtle) whom he (God) 


A hath made to-be the miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the 


<< Geritflesy-in the» goſpel of God, in Which holy mini- 
« ftzation I officiate,that theGentiles may be made an ac- 
te ceptable offering (ſee Ifaiah Ixvi. 20.) to God, ſanctified 
«« by the pouring out of the Holy Ghoſt upon them.“ 
See this alfo illuſtrated by Peter's words, Acts xi. 15, 16, 
17. XV. 7, 8, 9. compared with x. 44-47. Tn 
x Figally, in this Epiſtle to the Romans, chap. viii. 30. 

the apoſtle tells the Chriſtians.— 2323 whom. he 

(God) did prede/iinate, them he alſa called: and whom he 
called, them he alſo juſtified : and wham, he juſtified, them 
he alſo glorified. On theſe laſt words, Dr. Whitby moſt 
juſt comments ; his words are, goo. them the 

4 


pirit, who is the earneſt of their glory. And by rea- 


„ ſon, of which Spirit, given with 


of 3 eg of: the 
«© 'goſpel, the miniſters of Chriſt are ſaid to; be her y Vs 
« being the miniſters of the Spirit, 2 Corinth. ti. B 9 
i . ad Fs BY, Oe e Spirit. 
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* the Lord, are ſaid not only to behold the glory of the 
« Lord, but to be changed into the fame image with 
e him from glory to glory. In favour of this interpre- 
« tation let it be noted, that when the apoſtle ſpeaks of 
« our (their) final juſtification, he ſtill ſpeaks of it as a 
* thing future, ſaying, we Hall be glorified with him, 
« ver. 17, 18, 21K whereas he here ſpeaks of it as a 
« thing paſt, ſaying, whom he hath juſtified, them be hath 
c gloriſied. See this expoſition of the words illuſtrated, 
Col. i. 9, 10, 11. For this cauſe alſo, ſince the day tue 
heard it, we do not ceaſe to pray far you, and to defire that 
ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wiſ- 
dom and ſpiritual underſtanding : that ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increaſing in the knowledge of G; Alrengthened 
with all might according to his glorious power (or the power 
of his glory, as the margin) unto all patience , and long- 
 fuffering . with Joyfulnefs 2 Theſf. ij. 13, 14. But we 

are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethern, be- 
loved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from the beginning 
choſen you to ſalvation, thro ſanct᷑ iſication and belief of the 
truth : whereunto he called you by our goſpel, to the obtain- 
ing the glory of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Compare with 

1 Epiſtle, chap. i. 5, 6.——1 Peter iv. 14. e be 
reprbached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for the 
ſpirit of glory, and of Ged refteth upon you. | 

From the natural and obvious ſenſe, given of the fore- 
going paſſages in this epiſtle to the Romans, it may 
juſtly be "inferred, that theſe Chriſtians, as well as thoſe 
at Corinth, were enriched of God, through Chrift, in all 
utterance, and in all knowledge, or that they abounded 
in faith, in utterance, and knowledge, even as the teſti- 
mony of Chriſt was confirmed in them, ſo that they came 
* - no gift. For it was the ſame God which worketh 
all in all. RE 0 $7 OY. > "py 

By comparing 1 Corinth, xii. 430. Rom. xii. 3—8. 
with Epheſ. iv. 4, 7, 12, But unto every one of us is giver: 
grace according te the meaſure of the gift of Chri/t. Where 
fore he ſaith, When he aſcended up on high, he led capttvit 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. Now that be d Ended. 
what is it but that be alſo deſcended firſt into the lower 
parts of the earth? "He that deſcended is the ſame alſo 
that aſcended up far aboue all heavens, that he might fill all 
Things. And he gave ſome, apoſtles: and ſome, prophets : and 
ſome, eOangeliſti: and yome, paſtors and teachers: for the per- 
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fecting of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry for the edify= 
ing of the body of Cbriſi. It appears very evident, that 
to theſe Epheſian Chriſtians, alſo, were given the like 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit. 
That theſe Chriſtians, upon their obeying the goſpel, 
- had received the Spirit of God, as well as thoſe at 
, Corinth and Rome, we learn fromgebapter i. 13, 14. 
In whom (Chriſt) ye alſo truſted F-: that ye beard the 
word of the truth of the goſpel of your ſalvation : in whom 
alſo, after that ye al, ye were ſealed with that Holy 
Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inheritance, 
until the redemption 5 the purchaſed 7 wnto. the 
praiſe of his glory. Compare herewith Acts ii. 38, 39. 
v. 32. viii. 12, 14—17. Xlli. 48, 52. xix. 5, 6. 15 
he meaning of the apoſtle in theſe verſes, is, that $ 
© The Holy Ghoſt being given to none but the diſciples 
& of Chriſt, the convert Epheſians having received the 
<© miraculous gifts and revelations of the Spirit, might 
© be aſſured that they were now the people of God, and 
< reſt ſatisfied in this pledge of it, inaſmuch as the Holy. 
C Ghoſt was an undoubted earneſt which God had given 
< them, that in due time they ſhould. inherit the pur- 
<« chaſed poſſeſſion.“ * 5 8 
But to return to chap. iv. 4, 7—16. As I doubt not 
but the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, mentioned here, 
are the ſame as thoſe in Corinth. xii. 4, &c. I ſhall beg 
leave again to cite Mr. Locke's admirable note on ver. 4. 
it being equally applicable to the fin of the Spirit given 
to theſe Epheſian Chriſtians. He ſays, „they were mer 
<< properly called inworkings, becauſe they were above all 
« human power; men of themſelves could do nothing of 
sc them at all; but it was God, as the apoſtle tells us 
« here, who, in theſe extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
«« Ghoſt, did all that was done; it was the effect of his 
«© immediate operation.” F)) on a5; Þ 
In verſe 7. the apoſtle ſaith, but unto every one of us is 
given grace according to the meaſure of the 75 of Ghrift. 
That by grace here, is intended the Spirit of God only, is 
moſt evident from the context, and Rom. Xii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
1 Corinth. i. 4, 5, 6, 7. compared with chap, xii. 4—11; 
27—30. es SEES OR IN Ls, 
| | Te ſenſe of the apoſtle in the paſſage under conſide- 
ration, is expteſſed in the following words of Lord Bar- 
LA Burr, rington, and Dr, Whithy::==<* Now what St. Paul aſſerts 
1 Fend of ſome of ihe greatelt of theſs gifts, will be found true 
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of all of them, at the firſt ſettlement of Chriſtianity (on 
a cloſe inſpection of them) that they were all very pro- 
perly given for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the 


work of the miniſtry, for the edification of the body 


5 


it, &c. * ee 


For tbat &. Paul ſpeaks ingthiseplace of the ſeveral gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and not of the ſeveral miniſters of the 


church, or, if you will, not of the officers of the church, 
but of the gifts that filled them, or fitted and qualified 
Wok: lor theic Mark og office, is plain from the- context, 
which ſpeaks of gifts from 

ver. 8, 10, where St. Paul alſo ſays, that he that deſcended 
is the ſame alſo that aſcended up far above all heavens 
(that there receiving the fulneſs of power) he might fill 


all things (or all his members) with the proper meaſure of 


the gift of Chrift, ver. 7. And he then gave gifts which 
fitted ſome of theſe members of his body to be apoſtles, 
ſome to be prophets, ſome to be evangeliſts, and ſome 
to be paſtors and teachers. And that theſe are diſtinct 
gifts only, but not diſtinct offices, is evident from this 
farther conſideration, that the ſame perſons were 
ſometimes apoſtles, prophets, and teachers, as particularly 
may be ſeen in Paul and Barnabas, who were both reck- 
oned among the prophets and teachers in the church of 
Antioch, when the Spirit ſaid, Separate me them to thework 
(i. e. of apoſtles of theGentiles)towwhich I have called them.” 
Dr. Whitby's words are, That theſe paſtors and 
teachers were, in the firſt ages, men of extraordinary 
gifts, is evident from this very place; for the preced- 
ing words, He gave gifts unto men, ſome apo/iles, ſome 
prophets, &c. ſhew, that all the perſons mentioned here 
were partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, which Chriſt, aſcend- 
ing up on*high, and ſending down the Holy Spirit, gave 


* 
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te peats the ſame thing 


to men. Hence, among the different gifts of the Holy 


Ghoſt, are reckoned teaching. Rom. xii. 6—7, and 
among the gifts exerciſed in their aſſemblies 
doctrine, 1 Corinth. xiv. 6, 26; among the perſons 
who had received——diverſities of gifts, are reckoned 
after paſtors—— teachers, 1 Corinth. xit. 28. Rom. 
xii. 6, 7. and here. And it is evident from both 
theſe places, that there were alſo men (i. e. all mem- 
bers of Chriſt's body) endued with thoſe ſpiritual gifts 


there mentioned. Hence it is obſervable. of theſe 


doRors, that when the extraordinary gifts of the goſpel 
ceaſed, their very names grew out of uſe, they being 
very rarely mentioned in ſucceeding ages. 
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What the Doctor has obſerved concerning theſe doors, 
as men endued with extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, is 
equally true of all the members of Chriſt's body, as is un- 


deniable from this very place he comments on. 
may be ju Oblex ved, tb 1 i 


And i 
be gifts given to them ceaſec 
(De. 48 1 OILTNOLE. © L 53 diiciples in gener; 
And I am well aſſured, tho" in oppolition to what t 

Doctor here ſays, that whatever traces there are of doc- 
tors in the church, in after-ages, there are no authenti 


D>roofs of their receiving thoſe extraordinary gifts of th 
Ait, the apoſtie Ipeaks of. this I am countenancec 
dy that judicious writer 10 often quoted, whoſe words are,“ 
«© Nor does it add Jeſs to the weight of this evidence (the 
teaching and witnefling of the Spirit in all the diſciples 
of Chriſt) that theſe gifts continued ſo long in the 
church. For that they*E6hfinued" to about the year 
97, we learn from Rev. xix. 10. where St. John ac- 
quaints us, from the angel, that the teſtimony of Jeſus 
«© [then] was the ſpirit of prophecy, and there can't be 
much doubt of theſe gifts laſting as much longer as the 
«© oldeſt of thoſe lived to whom St. John imparted them.“ 
Io the Epheſian Chriſtians, the apoſtle writes, chap. iv. 
30. compared with i. 13, 14. Grieve not the Holy Spirit, 
by which ye are ſealed unto the day of redemption. On 
the words ſealed, Mr. Locke gives this juſt interpreta- 
tion“ Sealed, i. e. have God's mark ſet on you, that 
you are his ſervants; a ſecurity to you that you ſhall be 
admitted into his kingdom as ſuch, at the day of re- 
„ demption, 1. e. at the reſurrection, when you ſhall be 
<< put into actual poſſeſſion of a place in his kingdom, 
among thoſe who are his, whereof the Spirit is now 
“ your earneſt.” 5 
Chap. v. 18, 19, 20. he ſays, But be filled with the 
Spirit: ſpeaking to yourſelves in pſalms, and hymns, and 
ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and making melody in your hearts to 
the Lord, giving thanks always for all things unto God and 
the Father, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The 
ſenſe of theſe verſes is expreſſed by Mr. Locke “ Seek 
not diverſion in the noiſy and intemperate jollity of 
<< drinking (as the Heathens do at their Bacchanalia in 
«© honour to Bacchus, expreſſed by, be not drunk with 
© wine, wherein is exceſs) but when you are difpoſed to 
a chearful entertainment of one another, let it be with 
the gifts of the Spirit that you are filled, with ſinging. 
„ hymns, and pſalms, and ſpiritual ſongs, (or ſongs dic- 
1 Vide Lord Barrington, p. 174+ | 
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ce tated by the Spirit ſinging) among yourſelves, This 
« makes real and ſolid mirth in the heart, and is well- 
6 pleaſing to God himſelf, giving thanks for all things 
<< in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to God and the 
« Father.” Os 

In chap. ii. 18. the apoſtle ſays, For through him 
(Chrift) we both (Jews and Gentiles) have an acceſs (to 
God) by one Spirit; i. e. by one Spirit we are all ſealed as 
the adopted children and ſervants of God, who hath ſent 
forth his Spirit in our hearts, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 


Gal. iv. 4—7. 2 * 
In ver. 22. the apoſtle tells them, In whom you (Gen- 22 24 


tiles) alſo (as well as Jews) are built together for an habi- 
tation of Gd (to dwell in) through the Spirit. | 
The meaning of which words is, ©* You Gentile Chri- 

5 ſtians of Epheſus, being now a part of this glorious 

6 fabrick, as well as the ; : And as God was former- 

6 ly ſaid to dwell in the Jewiſh tabernacle and temple, 

« by the manifeſtations of himſelf to that people; ſo 

% may he, in a much higher and happier ſenſe, be ſaid to 

« dwell in you by the miraculous gifts of his holy Spirit 

& conferred upon you.“ 

4 In chap. i. 15—23, the apoſtle tells them, he had not 
ceaſed to pray for them, that God would vouchſafe an in- 
creaſe of the gifts and revelations of his Spirit to them.— 
That the God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of 
glory (i. e. the original fountain from whence comes the 
Spirit of glory, John xvii. 20—24.) may give you an in- 

_ creaſe of the Spirit of wiſdom, by which the riches of his 

glory are revealed, and a farther revelation of the know- 
ledge of him manifeſted therein. That thereby the eyes 
(i. e. the diſtinguiſhing powers of your underſtanding) bu 
ing farther enlightened by the additional revelations of his 
Spirit, ye may attain to a farther experimental knowledge 
of the love of God ſhed abroad in your hearts, by the gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which, in us Gentiles, is an evident 
proof of God's calling us into his kingdom. Herein con- 
ſiſts one part of the riches of that glory in us Gentile ſaints, 
who are the inheritance or people of God in Chriſt, That 
hereby, likewiſe, ye may know, by the Spirit of wiſdom 
and revelation, what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power manifeſted to us Gentiles, who believe according 
to theworking of his Spirit, which in us is a Spiritof power 
and might. For by this pqwer, the Spirit of God, he 
raiſed up our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (Rom. vi. 4. 1 Peter 
iii, 18.) and ſet him at his 19 right hand, &c. and 2 
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him to be head over all, i. e. his body the church, which 
is the ſulneſs of him that filleth, by his Spirit of glory 
and power, all the members of his body, according to the 
meaſure of Chriſt. Compare herewith chap. iii. 14—20. 
Col. 1, 9, 10, 11. where the apoſtle intends nearly the 
ſame thing. | | | 
Theſe paſſages evidently ſhew, that St. Paul judged, 
that by the Spirit of God ſpeaking in the diſciples of 
Chriſt, God revealed his will to them, and, therefore, the 
inward gifts of the Spirit, which he prayed for, were the 
miraculous gifts only. 
Io the Epheſian Chriſtians, I preſume, from what has 
ae, been faid, we may juſtly h the apoſtle's words, I thank 
my God always, on your behalf, for the grace of God which 
is given you by Jeſus Chriſt, that in every thing (i. e. ſpi- 
ritual gifts) ye are enriched by him, or abound by him in all 
faith, in all utterance, and in all knowledge, even as the 
teſtimony of Chriſt was confirmed in you, ſo that ye came be- 
hind in no gift. 4 
That the Chriſtians at Galatia likewiſe were enriched 
or abounded with the like gifts of the Spirit, as well as 
thoſe churches we have conſidered, may with an high 
degree of probability be concluded from the Epiſtle to 
them. Chap. iii. 14, the apoſtle tells them, that the bleſ- 
ing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Feſus 
Chrift ; that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through 
faith. The meaning of which words, appears to be this.— 
« And thus the grand promiſe made to Abraham, of his 
<< ſced being a bleſſing to all nations, is fulfilled in Chriſt, 
6 and makes it plain, that as his death was the ſole and 
6 ſufficient expiation for the ſins of both Jews and Gen- 
« tiles, ſo it is the embracing his religion alone that pro- 
„ cures Chriſtians theſe miraculous gifts and powers of 
te the Spirit, promiſed to the church of Chriſt, and the 
* ceremonial law contributes nothing to it.“ 

In ver. 2, 3, 5, the apoſtle argues with theſe Chriſti- 
ans. — This only would T learn of you, Received ye the Spirit 
by the wrt sf the law, or by the hearing of faith ? þ ye 

o fooliſh? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made 
perfect by the fleſh * He that miniflereth to you the Spirit, 
and worketh miracles among you, doeth be it by the works of 
the law, or the hearing of faith? Compare herewith 
2 Corinth. xi. 4, 5, already conſidered, and 1 Epiſt. i, 
47. ix. 3 Epiſt, iii. 44. | 
Qa the foregoing verſes, Mr. Locke thus comments; 
te This one thing I deſire to knoty of you, Did you re- 
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ec ceive the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, by the works 
c“ of the law, or by the goſpel preached to you? The 
< [miraculous] gifts of the Holy Ghoſt that have been 
<< conferred upon you, have they not been conferred upon 
& you as Chriſtians, profeſſing faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and 


c not as obſervers of the law ?” To which I will add, the 
judicious remark of Dr. W hitby on the words, He that 
worketh miracles among o. This is the obſervation of 
tc all the antients, that comment upon this and the ſecond 
«© verſe: That to recommend the beginning of the Chri- 
c ſtian faith, the gift of tongues, prophecy, and working 
„ of miracles, were vouchſafed to believers, as to the 
«<- apoſtles at the beginning, according to our Lord's Pre- 
« diction, Mark xvi. 17, 18. | 

« And let thoſe that queſtion the truth of Chriſtianity 
ce obſerve, that this was the chief argument which car- 
£< ried the cauſe in the council at Jeruſalem, that the 
« miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were equally vouch- 
<< ſafed to the uncircumciſed Gentiles, and to Jews, Acts 
«© xv. 8, 9. and that this is here argued by St. Paul, as a 
4 thing undeniable, to confirm the Gentiles, and to con- 
4c fute thoſe who endeavoured to prevail on them to ad- 
cc mit of circumciſion, and the obſervance of legal rites. 
4 This confirmation, therefore, of Chriſtian faith, was 
c ſuch. as none concerned to do it then were able to 
& gainſay, much leſs can any now find reaſon to doubt 
£ of it.” | 

Theſe Chriſtians being thus endowed with the miracu- 


lous gifts of the Spirit, the apoſtle farther argues with 


them, chap. iv. 6, 7, 8. Becauſe ye are fo God hath 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more @ ſervant, but 
a ſon ; and if a ſon, then an heir of God through Chriſt.” 
The ſenſe of theſe words, is this, „And accord- 
cc ing to God's promiſe, as Chriſtian believers, God has 
« given you Gentile converts, as well as Jewiſh ones, 
© the compleat aſſurance and pledge of your being now 
c accepted for his true children, and perfect inheritors 
<< of the promiſed bleſſing, by the extraordinary gifts and 
«© powerful operation of his holy Spirit, conferred on you, 
% ſo that ye may afſuredly addreſs and approach him, as 
c to a merciful and gracious father.” On verſe 6, Mr. 
Locke moſt pertinently obſerves, ** The force of the ar- 
% gument ſeems to lie in this, that as he that has the 
6 ſpirit of a man in him, has an evidence that he i my 
= _ „ ſon 
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© ſon of man, ſo he that hath the Spirit of God, has 
c thereby an aſſurance that he is the ſon of God. Con- 
© formable hereunto, the opinion of the Jews: was, that the 
<< Spirit of God was given to none but themſelves; they 
« alone were the people or children of God, for God 
«* calls them his ſons, Exod. iv. 22, 23. And hence we 
< ſee, that when, to the aſtoniſhment of the Jews, the 
< Spirit was given to the Gentiles, the Jews no longer 
<< doubted that the inheritance of eternal life was alfo 
< conferred on the Gentiles, Compare Acts x. 44—48. 
< with xi. 15---18.”” See Rom. viii. 14, 15, 16, 17. Ephef. 
ii. 18, 22. . 

In chap. v. of this Epiſtle to the Galatians, ver. 16—25, 
the apoſtle argues with them concerning the Spirit : This 7 
ſay then, walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfill the Iu 4 
the fleſh, (ver, 13, 15.) For the fleſh Iufteth * the 
Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh : and theſe are con- 
trary the one to the other ; ſo that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would, (or, as in the margin) to the end that ye 
may not do the things that ye —_ But if ye be led by the 
Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the * 
fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe, adultery, &c. ver. 19, 
20, 21, 22. But the fruit of the Spirit, is love, joy, peace, . 
&c. As an additional argument to that of their having the 
Spirit, why they ſhould bring forth the fruits of it, he 
tells them, ver. 24, and they that are Chriſt's, have cru- 
cified the fleſh, with the affettions and luis. If, therefore, 
we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit. 

St. Paul's manner cf reaſoning there, and his deſign in 
it, is much the ſame as in Rom. viii. 1-14. already con- 
ſidered, which will caſt a light on this paſſage: and it is 
this ; the fleſh, or the law, in their members, he repre- 
ſents as the guiding principle of action, which before their 
converſion they were led or walked by ; and the Spirit of 
God, as a counteracting or oppoſite principle to the 
other, by whoſe teaching and direction they ought, as be- 
lievers in Chriſt and children of God, to be wholly led or 
walk by. Theſe two oppoſite practical principles are ex- 
preſſed by the apoſtle, ver. 17, in theſe words, For the 
fHaſb (or the law in their members) laſteth againft the Spirit, 
and the Spirit (luſteth) againſt the fleſh : and theſe are con- 
trary (or oppoſite principles) the one to the other; ſo that 
Je cannot do (i. e. ye do not) the things that ye would, (or, 
as it is expreſſed in Rom. viii. 5.) they that are after the 
lab, do mind (wholly) the thinys (i. e. the works) of t 
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Feſb : but they that are after, (i.e. walk after, or are led 


by) the Spirit (do wholly mind) the things (i. e. the works) 


the Spirit. 
The fruits (i. e. the practical effects) of theſe two op- 


poſite principles, are mentioned ver. 19, 20, 21. and ver. 


22, 23, 24. 

IT think it probable, St. Paul intended this kind of 
teaching of the Spirit, Rom. xii. 3, 8. compared with 
the following verſes in that chapter. See alſo Epheſ. iv. 
| 5, 7, 20. v. 8, 9. compared with the context. See 
Philip. ii. 1 15. HYD | 

In the above paſſage it appears that the apoſtle's deſign 
was to ſhew them, that as formerly they had been led, or 
walked, wholly according to the fleſh or the law in their 
members; ſo now, ſince they had crucified or lain the 


fleſh, or the law in their members, they ſhould be led 


or walk wholly by the dictates of the Spirit of God, ſpeak- 
ing in them, by which they were taught thoſe virtues 
which are called the fruits of the Spirit, ver. 22—25. 
The ſame thoughts I judge are expreſſed, chap. vi. 7, 8. 
Be not deceived ;" God is not mocked ; for whatſoever a man 


foweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to his 


fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: but he that ſoweth 

to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting, 
Having ſo particularly and largely proved, that by the 

inward miraculous gifts of the Spirit, God revealed, in 


words by the Holy Ghoſt, his will to the diſciples of 


Chriſt at Corinth, Rome, Epheſus, and Galatia, I ſhall, 
in what follows, do little more than cite thoſe paſſages in 
the other Epiſtles, where I imagine the ſame gifts of the 
Spirit are —_—_— mentioned or alluded to. | 
St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Philippians, writes to 
them, chap. ii. i—13. {f there be therefore any conſolation 
in Chrift, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 
Spirit. I berefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 


not as in my preſence only, but now much more in my ab- 


ſence ; work out your ſalvation with fear and trembling. For 
it is God which worketh in you,' both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure, On ver. 1. Lord Barrington obſerves, “ 
„ Paul obteſts the Philippians by the conſolation of 
“ Chriſt, the comfort of love, and the fellowſhip of the 
Spirit (i. e. by any of the gifts of the Spirit that were 
common to them and hin?” | | 

Chap. i. 27. Only læt your ronverſation be as it becomes 
the goſpel of brgft : that whether I come and ſee you, or 
 - ® Vide Page 122, See alſo Locke on 1 Corinth'xii, 6, Note, 
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elſe be abſent, I may hear of your affairs; and that ye 
and faſt in one Spirit, with one mind ſtriving together for 
the faith of the goſpel, Chap. iii. 3. For we are the cir- 
cumciſion, which worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoice in 
Chriſt Feſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh. 

In Colof. chap. i. 9—12. (compared with Epheſ. i. 15 
—19. iii. 14—20.) I think it is very evident, the apoſtle 
prays to God, that they might receive an increaſe of the 
miraculous power of the Soirit or that God would 
grant them greater manifeſtations of the Spirit of glory 
and revelation. Ke] 

In chap. iii. 11. I think the apoſtle refers to the mira- 
culous gifts of the Spirit, when he tells them, there is 
neither Greek nor Few, circumciſion nor unc ircumciſion, bar- 
barian, Scythian, bond nor free : but Chriſt is all, and in 
all. For the meaning of this laſt expreſſion, Chriſt is all, 
and in all, ſee John xvii. 23-23. Epheſ. i. 23. compared 
with the foregoing verſes, iii. 16, 17, 19. iv. 6, 7, 8, 
on IO, I 3» 1 Corinth. xii. 6, 13. 1 John lil. 24. iv. 2 
13, 14. | 27 f 

% Paul exhorts theſe Coloſſians, ver. 16, 17. Let the 
word of Chrift dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom ; teaching 
and admoniſhing one another, in pſalms and hymns, and 
ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and making melody in your hearts to 
the Lord. And whatſcever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the A giving thanks to God and 
the Father, by him, On which words Lord Barrington 
moſt juſtly obſerves,* Let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
« you richly in all wiſdom (or in all that latitude of wiſ- 
% dom and knowledge, in which we the apoſtles of Chriſt 
& have taught it, according to the word of wiſdom and 
«© knowledge, communicated to us) teaching and ad- 
c moniſhing one another, in pſalms, and hymns, and 
<« ſpiritual ſongs, (Greet, ſongs of the Spirit) Greet; we 
<< tranſlate it ſinging with grace (which is ſeldom if ever 
cc the ſenſe of Greek, in ſcripture) but I believe, it ſhould 
<< be rendered with the gifts of the Spirit in your hearts 
„ to the Lord. For (Greek) ſometimes ſignifies (Greek) 
<« or the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt in the Scripture, may be 
% ſeen, Rom. xii. 3, 6. 2 Corinth. i. 15. and xil. 9. 
7% Gal. ii. 9. Ephef. iv. 7; And as the conſtruction is 
, natural, the ſenſe is juſt and eaſy, and will run thus; 
That when they ſung pfalmis and hymns, and ſongs of 

* Vide Page 332 | 
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te the Spirit, by the aſſiſtance of that ſpiritual gift that 
enabled them to do it, they ſhould not only ſing with 
their voice to pleaſe themſelves or others, but with the 
«© warmeſt, affections of their heatts to the praiſe, of the 
« Lord, from whom all theſe gifts and every other bleſ- 
se ſing came. Perhaps we have an inſtance of ſuch a 
& ſong of the Spirit, Acts xvi. 25.” Compare with it 
Ephel, v. 18, 19, 20. 1 Corinth. xiv. 15, 16, 17. 
To the Theſſalonians, 1ſt Epiſt. i. 5, 6. the apoſtle 


writes For our goſpel came not unto you in word only, 


but alſo in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt ; and ye became 
fallawers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word 
in much affliftion, with Foy of the Holy Gho/t.. The ſenſe 
of which is exprefled by Dr. Whitby.“ In the forego- 
<< ing verſe, the . apoſtie lays. before them the outward 
<<. teſtimonies of the truth of Chriſtianity, from the 
„ miracles wrought, and the giſts of the Holy Ghoſt ex- 
c erciſed among them; here, ver. 6, he appeals to the 
< inward teſtimonies. they had received of it, even a 
« ſtrong ſpiritual joy, wrought in them by the Holy 
« Ghoſt, under the ſharpeſt ſufferings; according to 
e thoſe words; of Peter, 1it Ep. iv. 14. 1f ye be reproached 
tc for the name f Chriſt, happy are ye; for the ſpirit. 7 
« glory, and of God refleth upon you : on their part he 


it evil ſpoken of, but on. your part he is glorified.” 


Compare herewith 1 Corinth. i. 5, 6,7. Rom. viii. 15—25, 
xv. 13. Gal, iii, 2, 3, 5. Acts ix. 31. | IF 

Io theſe Chriſtians, chap. iv. 8, he ſays, Ze therefore 
that deſpiſeth (the adyice given, ver. 1—7.) deſpiſeth not 


man, but God, who bath (called us to his holineſs. and) al/o 


given unto us his holy Spirit. 


* . 


The nate of the judicious Dr. Benſon on. this venſe-is, 


Hut the greater number of Dr. Mills ancient manu- 
* ſcripts. and..verhons, inſtead, of (gr.) intimating that 


«© God. had given to the Theſſalonians themſelves his 
„ Spirit, i. e. his ſupernatural, gifts and miraculous 
% powers, and therefore they were obliged to uſe their 
bodies as temples of the Holy Ghoſt, i. . in a pure, 


23. 1 John iii. 24 


4 chaſte, holy manner, 1 Cor. vi. 15 — 20. 1 Theſ. v. 19, 
73 , ” 


. 


: St. Paul exhorts theſe. Theſſalonian Chriſtians, chap. v. 


19, 20. Quench not the Spirit, and deſpiſe not propheſpings. 


In Dr. Benſon's words, Quench not the Spirit in 


others, by hindering them from the exerciſe. of them 
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„in the ſolemn aſſembly : nor quench them in your 
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«« ſelves, by pride, idlenefs, abſenting from the ſolemn 
te aſſembly, or the diſorderly exerciſe” of them; much 
4 leſs by wickedneſs dr apoſtacy from the Chriſtian reli- 

* gion. No, rather ftir up the gifts that were given you, 
6 ab the laying on of hands; allow others in their 
« turns to exerciſe their gifts, and uſe ur ſpiritual gift 
&« in the aſſembly, ſo as may turn o the edification 
« of others; together with a ſteady perſeverance in faith 
« and charity, and an holy Chriſtian converſation. By 
e theſe means ſtir up and improve your ſpiritual gifts, un- 
«« til that holy religion, which they atteſt, purify your 
«© own hearts and lives, =o blaze ſo bright as to give 
« light to all around 

«« You may be apt bernd to ſet the greateſt value up- 
« on the gift of tongues, or upon ſome other inferior or 
« lefs uſeful ſpiritual gifts, and out of vanity or oftenta- 
<« tion to exerciſe them moſt in the church. But of all 
the ſpiritual gifts which God has diſtributed among 
you, be ſure not to deſpiſe propheſying, . e. ſpeaking 
c by immediate inſpiration, what may be for edification 
<« or exhortation, or comfort, 1 Cor, xiv. 3. Let that 
«© be exerciſed moſt in your afſemblies ; for it tends not 
« only to bring in new converts, but very much to in- 
<< ſtruft and edify the Chriſtians.” Compare the Doctor's 
paraphraſe with 1 Corinth. Xt, 3, 4, 5, 13. xjii. 411, 
27— 31. xiv. I, &c. 

The author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, alluding to 
the miraculous gifts of the Spirit they had received, writes, 
chap. vi. 4, 5. For it is impoſſible for thoſe * who were once 
enlightened, and have taſed o 4 the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have 701 the good 


word of God, A the powers of the world to come. 
Chap. viii. 6—13. 


he ſays, But now hath he (Chriſt) 
obtained a more excellent miniſtry, by how much more be is 


the mediator of a better covenant,' which was © eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes. ' For, 1 i that fir covenant had been 
aultlefs, then ſhould no place have been ſought for the 
— For finding fault with them, he ſaith, Behold, the 
days come (ſaith the Lord) when I will make a new covenant 
with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the hou we of Judah: not 
acchrding to the tovenant that I made with their fathers, in 
the day when 1 took them by the hand to lead . * out of the 
land 0 Egypt ; becauſe they continued not in my covenant, 
regarded them not, aith the Lord. \''For wut in | the 
MN . 
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covenant that I will make with the houſe of Tſrael, after 
thoſe days, ſaith the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to 
them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people. And they 
Hall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, ſaying, Know the Lord; for all ſhall know me, 
from the leaſt to the greateſt. For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins and their iniquittes will 
I remember no more. | 

By comparing theſe words with Jer. xxxi. 31—34. 
it ſeems highly probable, that the expreflions, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, 
and they ſhall teach no more every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord————are 
ſpoken in alluſion to God's writing the law on two tables 
of ſtone, and what he required of his people, Deut. vi. 
6—9, and theſe words, which I command thee this day 
fhall (by being learned) be in their heart, and thou ſhalt 
teach them, &c.. en 260 

Under the old covenant, this was the preſcribed me- 
thod by which the law of God was to be made known to 
his people, and to be taught or put in their hearts, 
whereby. they ſhould know the Lord. Whereas, under 
the new.covenant, God himſelf, by his Spirit ſpeaking in 
his people, would put or write his law. in their hearts, 
whereby they ſhould know the Lord, By their receiving 
in this peculiar. manner the law of God by the revelation 
of his Spirit, wrote not on tables of tone, but in the 
feſhly tables of the heart, they ſhould not ſtand in the 
ſame need as the Iſraelites, to be taught by their neigh- 
| bour, and by their brother, to know the Lord, becauſe 

they ſhall, by the Spirit of God, be made to know him 

from the jealf to the greateſt; i. e. all God's people ſhall, 
after this manner, be taught of him. For (as a proof that 
they ſhall know him, it is added) L will forgive their ini- 
quity, and remember their ſin no more; i. e. they ſhall 
be juſtified from all things, from which they could be juſ- 
tied by the law of Moſes. * 

That the interpretation I have given of the expreſſions, 
1 will put, or write, my law in their hearts, or in their 
minds, as implying God's revealing his will by his Spirit, 
ſpeaking in them, is juſtly founded——will appear from 
theſe paſlages, Nebem. ii. 12. Aud I argje inthe mght, 
1, and ſome few men with me, neither told I any man-what 
ay (768 Dh pat 10 ME Bear? Jo 4 f of OG Compare 

ghee tot To 4 
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with it chap. i. 4— 11. See alſo 1 Kings x. 24, Au 
all the earth ſought to Solomon, to hear his , wiſdom ,which 
God had put in hit heart. Compare chap. iii. 9g—14. See 
alſo Jer. xi. 18. Deut. xviii, 18, Iwill raiſe them up a 
prophet from among their bretherh, like unto thee, and I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto 
them all that I ſhall command him. 2 Corinth. v. 19. To 
wit, that God was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them ; and hath 
committed to us (put in us, as in the margin) the word of 
reconciliation, 1 John ii. 20, 27. But ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. But 
the anointing which ye have received of him, abided in you : 
and ye need not that any man teach you but, as the ſame 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no 
lie and even as it hath taught you, ye ſball abide in hin. 
See alſo 1 Epiſt. to the Corinthians, xii. 4—11, and 
cha. . ene | | 
That my explication of the words under conſideration 
is juſtly founded, will further appear from the apoſtle's 

argument, in this chapter, which is to ſhew theſe Hebrew 
Chriſtians the great ſuperiority and excellence of Chriſt's 
offering himſelf as a ſacrifice for ſin, to the offerings ap- 
pointed in the law of Moſes. —This appeared in theſe two 
particulars, (1it.) That by Chriſt's offering himſelf, they 
were juſtified from all things, from which they could not 
be juſtified by the law of Moſes. (2dly.) That under 
this new covenant, eſtabliſhed 'upon better promiſes, Gad 
himſelf had by his Spirit, according to his promiſe, put or 
wrote his law, not in tables of ſtone, but in the fleſhly 

tables of their hearts.“ * 
This witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt in them, I preſume, 
the apoſtle intends, ver. 29. as an aggravation.of the apof- 
tacy of Chriſtians, of how much ſo ever puniſhment (than 
what is denounced in the law of Moſes, ver. 28.) ſhall 
he be thought worthy, who hath done defpite unto the 
Spirit of grace, 5. e. to the witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, 
whereby they were ſealed as the children of God, and to 
the teaching of the Spirit,” Whereby the law of God was 
put into their minds, or wrote upon their hearts. The 
apoltle's intention here is more particularly expreſſed, 
chap. vi. 4—7. For it is impoſſible for thofe (1. e. you) 
who were once enlightened, and "have taſted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
„ Whitby's Note on Heb,. viii, 13, 4 
tr RES! eee II and 
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and have taſted of the good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, if they ſhall fall away to renew them 
again to repentan ce. | 

The paſlage which will farther ſhew what is the im- 
port of God's putting or writing his law in the hearts 
of his people, by his Spirit, as it is oppoſed to his writing 
his law on two tables of ſtone, is 2 Corinth, iii. 3, &c. 
The apoſtle's deſign here, is to ſhew theſe Chriſtians how 
much the miniſtration of Chriſt, i. e. the miniſtry of the 
Spirit, wrote not with ink, but with the Spirit of the liv- 
ing God, in the fleſhly tables of their hearts, exceeded the 
law of Moſes wrote on tables of ſtone, 

If the apoſtle's intention has been juſtly repreſented, it 
follows, that his words afford a farther clear and deciſive 
proof, that by the inward miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
God revealed in words by the Holy Ghoſt his law, or will, 
in the diſciples of Chriſt, 

The paſſages in St, James's Epiſtle, which I imagine 
include or refer to the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, given 
to thoſe Chriſtian believers he wrote to, are chap. i. 5, 8. 
compared with 1 John v. 14, 15. James iii. 17, 18. 
v. 13—18. On ver. 14, 15. Lord Barrington juſtly 


obſerves,* St. James does not only ſpeak of the prayer 


<< of faith (by which the anointing with oil, in the name 
* of the Lord, the elders ſhall heal the ſick) but of the 
<< effectual fervent prayer of the righteous, as we tranſlate 
<< it (or the inwrought or inſpired prayer of the righte- 
«© ous, as it would be better rendered, gr.) which availeth 
<* much, and ſpeaks of it not as a thing peculiar to ſome 
e few righteous, but common among them all, which is 
«6 agreeable to what our Saviour told the Jews, John vii. 
<< 37, &c.” See 1 Corinth. xii. 9. ts anether the gifts of 
healing by the ſame Spirit, 
In St. Peter's firſt Epiſtle, Tjudge are the following paſ- 
ſages to our purpoſe, chap. i. 2, 22. iv. 11, 12, 14. £1: 
according to the fareknowledge of God the Father, through 
ſanttification of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkiing of 
the blood of Feſus Chriſt. Seeing ye have purified your ſouls 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love 
of the brethren, ——— Tf any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as 
the oracles of God ; if any man miniſter, let him do it as 
of the ability which God giveth : that God in all things 
may be glorified, through Jeſus Chriſt. Beloved, think 
it not firange concerning the fiery trial, which is to try you, 
. WI" 296 ED EO 
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as though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto you: But rejoice 
in as much as ye are partakers of Chris ſufferings ; that 
when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad alſo with 
exceeding joy, I ye be reproached for the name of Chrift, 
bappy are ye; for the Spirit 7 glory and of God refteth upon 


you : on their part, he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part he 
is glorified.  _ i of 

will juft tranſcribe Dr. Whitby's comment on the 
three/laſt verſes. ** That the gifts ſhould here ſignify 


Wealth, I cannot think, for though (gr.) ſometimes 


«© bears that ſenſe, yet (er) is never uſed to ſignify 
c wealth, but hath always relation to the ſpiritual gif 
c youchſafed then to the church of Chriſt, adly, Becauſe 


4 the ſpeaking as the oracles of God, ſee.ns plainly to 


<< be the ſame with propheſying, according to the analogy 
rc of faith, mentioned Rom, xii. 6. and the miniſtring 
& here with the (gr.) there, both which are mentioned 
cc as ſpiritual gifts according to the grace given to them. 
<« See note there and on the helps mentioned 1 Cor. 
o | | 2 AD 

« Ver. 14. The Spirit of Glory (or, as ſome copies 
<« read, of glory and power) is doubtleſs that Holy Spirit 
c which attended the preaching of the glorious goſpel, 
c and made it to be the miniſtration of the Spirit (gr.) in 
c glory, and by partaking which Spirit, we Chriſtians 
are ſaid to be transformed from glory to, glory, as by 
«< the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 8, 9, 18. and who is 
cc alſo ſtiled (gr.) the Spirit of might, 2 Tim. i. 7, and 
< being promiſed and given to thoſe who ſuffered for 
«« Chriſt's ſake, to abide with them for ever as their 
« comforter, and to help their infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. 
« 2 Tim. i. 7, 8. muſt make them happy ſufferers, and 
« being alſo that Spirit, by which they were enabled to 
«© work-miracles, and endowed with extraordinary gifts, 
«« Chriſt muſt be glorified by him as he foretold he ſhould, 
4c John xvi. 14. 


1 


In St. John's firſt Epiſtle are theſe paſſages, which ſpeak 


of and allude to the miraculous gifts of the Spirit given to 


thoſe Chriſtians he writes to, 1 John ii. 20, 27. But ye 
have an unctian from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 
But the anointing which ye have recetved of him, abideth in 


you : and ye need nat that any man teach you : but, as the ſame 
. anainting taacheth you of all things, and i: truth, and is no 
lie: and even as it hat Lene you, ye ſhall abide in him. 

Chap. iii. 24. And be 7 


at keepeth his commandments, 
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dwelleth in him, and he in him: and hereby we know that 
he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he bath given us. 
Chap. iv. 12, 13. No man hath ſeen God at any time. I 
we love one another, God awelleth in us, and his love is 
perfetted in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and 
he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his Spirit. 

Jude ver. 19, 20. Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, 
ſenſual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building 
4 8 in your moſt holy faith, praying in the Holy 


To thefe proofs of the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the diſciples'of Chriſt, in the ſeveral churches, wrote to 
and ſpoken of in the foregoing quotations, I may juſtly 
add, what is recorded Acts ix. 34. Then had the churches 
reſt throughout all Judea and Galilee, and Samaria, and 
were edifted, and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comfort of the Hol Gbot, were multiplie. 
If T miſtake not, Dr. Whitby has indiſputably con- 
firmed the ſenſe given of all the foregoing paſſages, which 
have been urged to prove, that by the miraculous inward 
gifts of the Spirit, God revealed or made known his will 
to all the believers in Chriſt.” His words are, © That it 
4 muſt be granted, that in thoſe times of the effuſion of 
«- the Spirit and his miraculous gifts upon believers, this 
«© unction (1 John ii. 20, 27.) was promiſed to teach 
«© them all things neceflary, who had no other rule of 
« knowing what was fo, but by the teaching of the 
« apoſtles and prophets, then among them, acted by this 
Spirit, and teaching in their aſſemblies, and doing other 
<< public offices, by this afflatus, and by the Spirit of wif- 
dom and inſtruQtion, then imparted to them, and here- 
<< by they were enabled to diſtinguiſh betwixt pretenders 
« to the Spirit, and thoſe who were really acted by him, 
* (ſee note on chap. iv. 2, 2, 3.) and to know they 
c dwelt in Chriſt, becauſe he had thus given them of his 
<< Spirit, 1 John 3. 24, 4, 13. which things d —_ 
« imply, that they who then had the Spirit, could certainly 


© not they had it, and make an argument of it to try the 


« dofirines and ſpirits of others, and much more in them- 
« ſelves 3 but now theſe ſenſible indications and extraor- 
« dinary gifts are long fince ceaſed, and, therefore, now 
„ we are to be directed by thoſe writings," which were 
« indited for their perpetual uſe, by men affiſted with 
that Spirit, who led them into all truth. And ſurely, 
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ec if in thoſe times, when the gifts of the Spirit were ſo 
0 generally vouchſafed, they were yet taught by apoſtles, 
, prophets, evangeliſts, paſtors and doctors, aſſiſted by 
5e the ſpirit for that work, it is reaſonable to believe that, 
* now theſe gifts are ceaſed, believers ſhould be inſtructed 
by paſtors and doors, aſſiſted by the ſcriptures indited 
& by theſe ſpiritual men.” | - | 

What will farther ſhew that the inward gifts of the 


Spirit were after a like miraculous manner, in all the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, as in the apoſtles, is, Firſt, they received 
the like gifts of the Spirit, as did the apoſtles. —T his in 
part appears from Peter's words in his defence to his 
Jewiſh brethren, Acts xi. 15, 16, 17. xv. 8, 9. com- 
pared with chap. x. 44—47. ii. 1-4, II, 33. already 
conſidered, Agreeable hereto, the apoſtle tells the Jews, 
ver. 16, 17, 18. this is that (the effuſion of the Spirit 
v. I—4.) which was ſpoken of by the prophet Joel, and it 
ſhall come to paſs, in the laſt days (ſaith God) I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all fleſh, (i. e. upon all believers in 
Chriſt both men and women) and your ſons and your 
daughters ſhall propheſy; and on my ſervants, and on my 

bandmaidens, i will pour out in thoſe days of my Spirit, 
and they ſhall propheſy. Thus to the heart-pricked Jews, 
the apoſtle anſwers, ver. 38, 39. Repent, &c. and ye ſhall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe (re- 
corded Luke xxiv. 49. Acts i. 4. ii. 33.) is (made) t you 
(as well as to us) and to all that are aſar off, (who have 
not yet obeyed the goſpel) even as many as. the Lord our 
God ſhall call. On the foregoing words of St. Peter, Lord 
Barrington obſerves, When the Holy Ghoſt, therefore, 
«© was poured forth, Peter does not only explain hat it 
© was, Acts ii. 15—37, but offers to communicate it to 
them all, ver. 38, 39. on their believing, as the greateſt 
<< proof that could be given, that the gifts they had were 
«© what Chriſt on his exaltation had ſhed down. “““! 
In chap. v. 32. it is not only ſaid, that the Holy Ghoſt 
was given to thoſe that obeyed Chriſt (i. e. to all that obey- 
ed him) but that it was, with the apoſtles, a joint witneſs 
that Chriſt was exalted at the right hand of God, to be a 
prince and a ſaviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael, and 
kane „e n 20! e i Vienth #7 
his, in ſubſtance, is the very argument urged by Peter 
to the Jews, on the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, on the 
day of Pentecoſt, chap. ii. 32, 33. and thetefote evi- 
* Vide Page 203. See alſo Dr, Whitby's Note on Gal. Hil, 2, 5. 2 
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dently ſnewe, that the like gifts of the Spirit had been 
given to all them that obeyed Chriſt, as were given to the 
apoſtles. The plain meaning of thefe paſſages is illuſtrated and 
confirmed by our Lord's words, Mark xvi. 16, 17, 18. 
He thay believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he 
that belteveth not, ſhalt be damned. And theſe ſigns (or gifts 
of the Spirit) all foliow'(7. e. be given to) them that be- 
Arve (i. e. all who. believe) ln my name ſball they caft out 
devils, and they hall ſpeak with new tongues, &c. 

Jam of opinion our Lord intends the fame thing, (as 
J have ſhewn' above) in his prayer, recorded John xvii. 
20—23. Neither ay I for theſe (my apoſtles) alone, but 
for them alſo which believe on me through their word: that 
they all (viz. my diſeiples) may be one (by receiving the 
2 of truth) even as thou my Father art in me (by thy 
pirit) and I (thereby) in thee ; that they (all by thy Spirit) 
may be one in us: that the world may believe (by the teſtimony 
of the Spirit given them, Acts v. 37, 2 1 Corinth. i. 
4 7.) that thou ba ſent me. And the gar (7. e. 

the glorious Spirit, or the Spirit of glory) which thou ha 
given ms, I haus given (i. e. I will give) them: that (there- 
by) they may be one (Epheſ. iv. 4.) eben as we are one. 
J in them (by the Spirit of glory) and thou (thereby) in 
me, that they may be made perfect in (or into) one, and 
that (thereby) the world may know that thou haſt ſent 
me, and thou haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. See 
x John iii. 24. iv. 12, 13. | 
To the apoſtles, by the Spirit, was given the word of 
wiſdom, 1 Corinth. xii. 8, 28. For unto one is given the 
word of wiſdom And God hath fet fame in the church, 
firft apoſtles —Chap. ii. 4—16. And my. ſpeech, and my 
preaching was not with inticing words of mans wiſdom, but 
in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power : that your 
th. ſhould not land in the wiſdom of men, but in the power 
of God, Howbeit, we ſpeat wifdom among them that are 
perſect : yet not the wiſdom of this world, nor 7 the princes 
this world, that come to nought. But we ſpeak the wiſdom 
of God in a myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom which God or- 
dained before the world'unto our glory. Which none of the, 
princes of this world knew: for had they knawn it, they 
would not' have crucifled the Lord of glory, But as it is 
written, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things which God bath pre- 
pared for thim that love bim. "But Cad hath revealed them 
unte us by his Spirit: for _ Ipitit ſcarebeth all things, 
| / a Nia 
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yea the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, ſave the Spirit of man which is in him? 
Even ſo the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God. Now we have received not the ſpirit of the world, 

ut the Spirit which is of God ; that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God, Which things alſo 
we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; comparing ſpiritual things with 


ſpiritual. But the natural man receiveth nat the things of 


the Spirit of God : for they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither 
can he know them, 2 they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
But he that is ſpiritual judgeth all things, yet he himſelf 
is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the 
Ch that he may inſtruct bim; But we have the mind of 

rift. | 

Gal. i. 11, 12, 16, But I certify you, brethren, that 
the goſpel which was preached of me, is not after man. For 
J neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by 
the revelation of Feſus Chriſt. When it 74 God to re- 
veal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the 
heathen; immediately I conferred not with fleſh and blood, See 
Ephel. iii. 1—9. 1 Peter i. 12. A meaſure of this gift of 
wiſdom was given to other miniſters of Chriſt, Acts vi. 
3, 9, 10. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you ſeven 
men of honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom, 
whom we may appoint over this buſineſs. Then there aroſe 
certain of the ſynagogue, diſputing with Stephen, and they 
were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom and the ſpirit by which 
he ſpake. Compare herewith the apoſtle's prayers to God 
for the Epheſian and Coloſſian Chriſtians, Ephel. i. 15—19. 
iii. 14—20. Coloſ. i. 9—12. ii. 2, 3. 

The word of knowledge, as a gift of the Spirit, was 


given to other miniſters and diſciples of Chriſt, beſides the 


apoſtles, as may be ſeen Acts ii. 14— 36. But Peter ſland- 


ing up with the eleven, lift up his voice, and ſaid unto 


them, Ye men of Fudea, and all ye that dwell at Feruſalem, 
be this known unto you, and hearken to my words : for 


theſe are not drunken, as ye ſuppoſe, ſering it is but the 


third hour of the day. But this is that which was 2 
by the Calle Joel, And it Shall come to paſs in t 
a 


e laſt 
days, (ſaith Gd) I will pour out of my Spirit upon all fleſb : 
and your ſons and your 1 bis _—_ 
young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your 1 men ſhall dream 
dreams : and on my ſervants, and on my handmaidens, 1 
will pour out in thoſe days of « my Spirit, and they ſhall 
3 f 1 & Pro- 
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propbeſy + and I will ſbeu wonders in heaven, &. 
Ye men of Iſrael, hear theſe words ; Jeſus of Nazareth, a 
man approved of God, among you, by miracles, and wonders, 
and figns, which God did by him in the midſt of you, as ye 
yourſelves alſo know : Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counſel, and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 


wicked hands have crucified and ſlain + whom God hath 
raiſed up, having looſed the pains of death: becauſe it 


was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it. For David 
JSpeaketh concerning him, I foreſaw the Lord always before 
my face, for he is on my right hand, that I ſhould not be 


moved, Therefore, did my heart rejoice, and my tongue 
was glad : moreover, alſo my fleſh ſhall rift in hope. Be- 


cauſe thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou 


ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee corruption. Thou haſt made 


known to me the ways of life ; thou ſhalt make me full 
of joy with thy countenance, Men and brethren, let me 
freely ſpeak unto you of the patriarch David, that is bath 
dead and buried, and his ſepulchre is with us unto this 
day : therefore, being a 288 and knowing that God had 
ſworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the fleſh, he would raiſe up Chrift to fit on 
his throne: be 7 this before, ſpake of the df thx 
tion of Chriſt, that his ſoul was not left in hell, neither 
did his fleſh ſee corruption. This Jeſus, hath God raiſed 
up, whereof we are all witneſſes. Therefore, being by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having received of the 
Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth 


this, which ye now ſee and hear. For David is not aſcended 


into heaven ; but he ſaith himſelf, The Lord ſaid unto. 


my Lord, fit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes 
thy foot: Mool. Therefore, let all the houſe of Iſrael know 
aſſuredly, that God hath made that ſame Feſus, whom ye 
have crucified, bath Lord and Chriſt, See alſo chap. iii. 
19-26. xiii. 14. 41. xvii. 2, 3. xxvi. 22, 23. 
xxviii. 22, 23. Compare herewith chap. vi. 5. vii. 1—53. 
viii. 29 —35. Then the Spirit ſaid unto Philip, Go 
near, and join thyſe / to this chariot, and Philip ran 
thither to him, and 
The place of the ſcripture which he read was this, He was 
led as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, and like a lamb dumb be- 
fore the ſhearer, ſo opened be not his mouth. In bis hu- 
miliation, his judgment was talen away: and who ſhall 
declare his generation? For his life is taken from the 
earth. And the eunuch anſwered Philip, and ſaid, I pray 
thee of whom ſpealtth the 4 this © of himſelf, 7 of 
| 2 ome 
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eard him read the prophet Eſaias.— 
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fome other man ? Then Philip apened bis month, and began 
at the ſame ſcripture, and preached to him Jeſus. 1 Corinth. 
i. 4—7. 2 Corinth. viii. 7, Likewiſe, 

Faith as a gift of the Spirit was given to apoſtles and 
other diſciples of Chriſt, Acts iii. 16. And his name through 
faith in his name hath made this man firong, whom ye — 
and know : yea, the faith which is by him, hath given him 
this perſect ſoundneſs in the preſence of you all. iv. 9—13. 
29, 30, 31. 1f we be this day examined of the good deed done 


to the inipotent man, by what means he is made whole ;, be 


it knoton unto you all, and to all the people of Tjracl, 
that by the name f Jeſus Chrift of Nazareth, whom ye cru- 
cified, whom God hath raiſed from the dead, even by him 
dot h this man fland here before you uu... Now when 
they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they took know- 
ledge of them that they had been with Jeſus. And now, 
Lord, behold their threatnings : and grant unto thy ſervants 
-that with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word, by flretching 
forth thy hand to healing and that figns and wonders niay 
be done by the name of thy holy child 75 And toben they 
had prayed, the place was ſhaken where they were aſſembled 
together; and they were all (farther) filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and they ſpake the word of God with boldneſs, Chap. ix, 
20, 21, 22, 27. Compare theſe paſſages with chap. vi. 
8, 9, 10. And Stephen full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people, and there aroſe up 
certain of the ſynagogue, diſputing with Stephen, and they 
were not able to reſiſi the wiſdom and the Spirit by which be 
ſpake. See his Defence in the following chapter. Com- 
pare 1 Corinth. xii, 9. 2 Epiſtle vii. 7. 
Of the gift of the Spirit in.healing as given to apoſtles, 
ſee Acts iii. 1 8. Now Peter and Fobn went up together 
into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour, 
and a certain man, lame from his mother's womb, was car- 
ried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple, which 
is called beautiful, to aſe alms 7 them that entered into the 
temple, Who ſeeing Peter and Fohn about to go into the 
temple, aſked an alms. And Peter faflening his eyes upon him, 
. with. Fohn, ſaid, Look on us. And be gave heed unto them, 
expecting to have received ſometbing of them. Then Peter 
ſaid, Siluer and gold bave I none; but ſuch as I have, give I 
thee : In the name of Feſus Chrift of Nazareth, riſeup and 
walk. Ang he took him by the right hand, and lift him up; 
and immediately his feet and antle bones received /irength : 
and by (gaping up, food, and walked, aud entered with them 
PN. ino 
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into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praiſing God 
Chap. v. 16, Compare it with chap. iv. 16, 22, 30. That 
this gift of healing was promiſed of Cbriſt, and given to 
other diſciples, ſee Mark xvi. 17, 18. 4nd theſe figns 
ſhall follow them that believe; in my name ſhall they caſt out 
devils, and they ſhall lay hands on the fick, and they fhall re- 
cover. Acts viii, 6, 7. And the people with one accord gave 
heed unto thoſe things which Philip ſpake, hearing and ſee- 
ing the miracles be did. For unclean Spirits, crying with a 
loud voice, came out of many that were poſſeſſed with them : 
and many taken with palſies, and that were lame, were 
healed, 1 Corinth. xii. 9. James v. 13, 14, 15. 1s a 
ck among you ? let him call for the elders of the church, and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord : and the prayer of faith ſhall ſave the ict, and 
the Lord ſhall raiſe him up. 

Of the gift of working miracles given to the apoſtles, 
ſee Acts v. 12—16. And by the hands of the apoſtles were 
many ſigus and wonders wrought among the peoplemm——in- 
ſamuch that they brought forth the ſic into the flreets, 
and laid them on beds and couches, that at the leaſt, the 
ſhadow of Peter paſſing by, might over-ſhadow ſome of them, 
There came alſo a multitude out of the cities round about unte 
Feruſalem, bringing ſick folks, and them which were vexed 
with unclean Spirits: and they were healed every one, That 
this gift was giyen to other diſciples, will appear from 
theſe paſſages. Mark xvi. 17, 18. And theſe figns ſhall 
follow them that believe; in my name ſhall they caft out 
devils, they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they ſhall take up 
ſerpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not 
hurt them. Acts vi. 8. And Stephen full of faith and petver, 
aid great wonders and miracles among the people, Chap. viii. 
6, 7. And the people with one accord gave heed unto th 
things which Philip ſpake, bearing, and ſeeing the miracles 

which be did. For unclean ſpirits, crying with loud voice, 
came out of many that were puſſeſſed with them; and 
many taken with palſies, and that were lame, were healed. 
1 Corinth. xii. 10. To another the (giſt of) working miracles, 
| The gift of diſcerning of Spirits was given to the 
apoſtles, for which ſee Acts v. 1—1T. xi. 9, 10, 11. 
Xiv. 8, 9, 10, 11. This gift was alſo given to other dif- 
ciples of Chriſt as appears from 1 Corinth. xiv. 24, 25. 

1 John ii. 27, compared with iv. 1. | * 
. Of the gift of prophecy, i. e. foretelling things to come, 
ꝛ⁊s given to apoſtles, ſee Acts xx. 28, 29, 30. r 
| x ber- 
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1 unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, over the which 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made you over ſeers, to feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. For 
1 know this, that after my departing, ſhall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not ſparing the flach. Alſo of your ſelves 
ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away the 
diſciples after them. 2 The, ii. 112. 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. 

ow the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter times 
fome ſhalt depart from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
fpirits and dottrines of devils ; ſpeaking lies in bypocriſy, 
having their conſcience ſeared with an hot iron; forbid- 
ing to marry, and commanding to abſtain from meats, 
which God bath created to be received with thankſgiv- 
ing of them which believe and know the truth, Compare 
2 many paſſages in the revelations of the apoſtle 

ohn. 
This gift of prophecy was given to other diſciples of 
Chriſt, as appears Acts xi. 28. And there flood up one of 
them, named Agabus, and ſigniſied by the Spirit, that there 
ſhould be a great dearth throughout all the world, which 
came to paſs in the days of Claudius Ceſar. Chap. xxi. 8—11, 
Philip had four daughters, which did propheſy. (Compare. 
v. 8, 9. with chap. ii. 17, 18.) And there came from Feru- 
ſalem, a certain prophet, named Agabus. And when he was 
come unto us, he took up Paul's girdle, and bound his own 
bands and feet, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, 15 
Hall the Fews at Feruſalem bind the man that owneth this 
girdle, and ſhall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 
The fulfilment of this prophecy is related in this and the 
following paſſage. | 

Of the gift of prophecy, as it conſiſted in ſpeaking to 
men for edification and given to apoſtles, ſee Acts ii. 
16——36. x. 34—— 43: Xiii, 15 42. That this 
gift was given to other diſciples, appears Acts xix. 6. And 
when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt 
came on them, and they ſpake with tongues and propheſied. 
Chap. xv. 32. And Fudas and Silas, being prophets alſo 
themſelves, exhorted the brethren, and with many words 
confirmed them. 1 Corinth. xiv. 1, 3, 4. Follow after 
charity, and defire ſpiritual gifts, but - rather that ye may 
| propheſy. He that propbeſieth, ſpeaketh unto men for edifi- 
cation, and exhortation, and comfort. He that ſpeaketh in 
an unknown tongue, edifieth himſelf: but he that prophefieth, 
edifieth the church. See more to the ſame purpoſe in this 
chapter. . ; : | os 
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Of the gift of tongues given to apoſtles, ſee Acts ii. 
I—4. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 1 Corinth. xiv. 18. I thank my God, I ſpeak with 
tongues more than ye all. That this gift was given to other 
diſciples, appears plain from Mark xvi. 17. And theſe 
frigns ſhall follow them that believe, they ſhall ſpeak with new 
tongues. That this promiſe was amply fulfilled, is evi- 
dent from Acts x. 44, 45. While Peter ſpake theſe words, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on them that heard the word, and they 
heard them ſpeak with tongues, Chap. xix. 6, And they 
Jpake with tongues. x Corinth. xiv. throughout. 2dly, 
When the New- Teſtament. writers relate the Spirit of 
God being given to the apoſtles, or ſpeak of the opera- 
tion of the Spirit in them, they uſe the ſame or ſimilar 
expreſſions, as when ſpeaking of the diſciples of Chriſt in 
general receiving the Spirit, or its inward operation in 
them. Thus of the apoſtles, it is ſaid, the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſhed or poured out upon them. Acts ii. 4. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; or, as it is expreſſed 
ver. 33. Chrift having recetyed the promiſe of the Hol 
Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye now [ee ang hes 


In ver. 17. it is, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all fleſh. | | | 
Ihe ſame is ſaid of other diſciples of Chriſt, Rom. v. 5. 
And hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is 
ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given 
unto us, Titus iii. 5, 6. Not by works of righteouſneſs, which 
we have done, but according te his mercy he ſaved us, by the 
waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
which he ſhed on us abundantly through Feſus Chrift our 
Saviour.* Compare herewith the Prophecy of Joel, as re- 
corded Acts ii. 16, 17, 18. | 3 

The Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to fall on the apoſtles, as Acts 
xi. 15. compared with chap. ii. 1-4. And as I began to 
ſpeak, the Holy Ghoft fell on (Cornelius, &c.) as on us at 
the beginning. Wat . | 

The fame is ſaid of Cornelius and his company in this 
verſe, and chapter xi. 44. The Holy Ghoſt fell on all them 
which heard the word. TO”. | mr 

- The apoſtles: are ſaid to receive, or to them-was given 

the Holy Ghoſt, Acts x. 37. Can any man forbid water, 
that theſe ſhould not be baptiſed, . which have received the 


See Dr. Whithy's Paraptitaſc en ver, 6, and. his Note on yer, 47: 
| Holy 
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neral, Acts ii. 38. Then ſaid Peter, Repent, and ye ſhall 


| becauſe thou haſt thoug 
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Holy Ghofl, as well as we ? Chap. xv. 8. And God bare 


them witneſs (Cornelius, &c.) giving them the Holy Ghoft, 
even as he did unto us. Chap. viii. 17. Then (the apoſtles) 
laid their hands on them (the Samaritans) and they received the 
Holy Ghoft. Rom. viii. 15. Ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we CT), Abba, Father. Gal. iii. 2, 14. 
This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the 
wor hs of the law, or by the hearing of faith? That the 
bleſſing e, Abraham might come an the Gentiles through 
Feſus Chris; that we might receive the promiſe of the 
Spirit through faith. 1 John ii. 27. iii. 24. iv. 13. 
The apoſtles are ſaid to be filled or full of the Ho 


Ghoſt, Acts ii. 4. iv. 8, 31. Then Pater filled with the 


Holy Ghoſt, ſaid unto them, &c. And when they (the 


apoſtles) had prayed, the place was ſhaken where they were 


aſſembled together, and they wore filled with the Holy: Ghoſt. 
xiii. 9. Then Saul, filled with the Holy Gba, ſet his eyes 
on Elymas. Chap. xi. 17. | | 
The ſame is ſaid of diſciples in general, Acts vi. 3, 5. 
Wherefore, brethern, look ye out among you ſeven men of 


Haneſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt: and they choſeStephen, - 
= full of the 100 | / 


of Chet. Chap, xi. 24. Barnabas 
was à good man, and full of the Holy Gheft. Chap. xiii. 52. 
And the diſciples (mentioned ver. 48.) were filled with joy 
and with the Ghoft, Compare herewith Epheſ. iii. 
14—20. Col. i. 9, 12. 

The Holy Ghoſt given to apoſtles is called a gift, as in 
Acts xi. 17. God gave Cornelius and his friends the like gift 
as he did unto us. | 

The ſame is ſaid of the Spirit given to'believers in ge- 


receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Chap. viii. 15, 16, 17, 
20. But Peter ſaid unto Simon, thy money periſh with thes, 
bt that the gift of God (that is the 


Holy Ghoſt) may be purchaſed with money. 1 Corinth. i. 
. 1 thank my God ye came behind in us gift. 
2 Tim. i. 6, 7. Stir up the gift of God, which: is in thee, 
by the putting on of my hands, For God hath not given us 
the Spirit of fear. Heb. vi. 4. And have taſted of the 
heavenly gift. 5 : 
It was promiſed to the apoſtles,” that the Spirit ſhould 
abide with them, which is faid to dwell in them, John 
xiv. 16, 17. And will pray the Father, and he hail 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the" wortd* cannot 
receive, 
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receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him but | 
ye know him, for be dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in. : | 
you, 2 Tim. 1. 14. That good thing which was committed N 
unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which diuelleth in us. 

1 John iii. 24. iv. 12, 1232. | 
- Theſe and like expreſſions are uſed concerning the 
Spirit as given to all believers. John xiv. 16, 17. Rom. 
viii. 9, 10, 11. But ye are not in the fleſh, but in the 
Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you, But 
if the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, 
ewell in you; he that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, 
ſhall 75 quicken your mortal bodies, by the Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. 1 Corinth. iii. 16. Lucio ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you Chap. vi. 19. Epheſ. ii. 22. iii. 14—17. 2 Tim, 
i. 14. 1 John ii. 27. iii. 24. iv. 12, 13. | 
Of the apoſtles, it is ſaid, they were anointed (i. e. 
with the Holy Ghoſt) of God, 2 Corinth. i. 21. Now 
he which eftabliſheth us with you in Chriſt, and \ hath 
anointed us, is God. So likewiſe it is ſaid of all believers, 
1 John ii. 20, 27. But ye baue an unction (anointment) 
from the Holy One, and ye know all things. But the 
anointing which ye have received of him, abideth in you : 


aud. ie need not that any man tegch you ; but, as the ſame . 


ag Leone . | 
e opicit;” the apoſtles arg. aid toube,ſealed.gnd,ta 
have the earneſt of the Spirit. 2 Corint . 


hath ſealed us, angggiven the earneſt (or pledge) of the 

18 5 in wn be V. 5. Cod hath — A 
us the earneſt of the Spirit. This is faid of diſciples in 
general, Epheſ. i. 13, 14. In whom ye alſo truſted after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſal- 
vation : in whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of 
our inheritance. Chap. iv. 30. And grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of | 
redemption. TRE | ME | 
By the Spirit, God adopted all believers as his children. 
Rom. viii. 14—17. For as many asare led by the Spirit | 
of God, they are the ſons of God. For ye have not the : 
pirit ef bondage again to fear; but ye have received the i 
Spirit of adoption, » whereby we cry, Abba, Father, Tle 1 
Spirit Jem beareth witneſs with our Spirit,” that we are 1 
the children of God. And if children, then heirs ; heirs Y 
of God, and joint-beirs with Chrift, Gal. iv, 6, 7. Aud 4 
| * becauſe 4 
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becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 
ſon into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.* 

Diſciples in general are ſaid to be ſanCtified and juſtified 
and purified by the Spirit of God. Rom. xv. 16. That 1 
ſhould be the miniſter of Feſus Chriſi to the Gentiles, mini- 
flering the goſpel of God, that the offering up of the Gen- 
tiles might be acceptable, being ſanttified by the Holy Ghoſt. 
1 Corinth. vi. 11. But ye are ſanctiſied, but ye. are juſ- 
tified in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of 
our God. 2 Thef. ii. 13. God hath from the beginning 
choſen you te ſalvation, thraugh ſanfiification of the 0 
and belief of the truth. f Peter 1, 2, 22. compared wit 
Acts e xi. 14 17. xv. 8, 9. See alſo Titus 
111. 55 7 o 6 

The Spleit on ſeveral occaſions is ſaid to bear witneſs, 
and to bear teſtimony to the apoſtles and diſciples of 
Chriſt. John xv. 26. But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he fhall 
teflify of me. Acts v. 32. And we are his (Chriſt's) wit» 
neſſes of theſe things; and ſa is alſo the Holy Ghoſt whom 
God hath given to them that obey him. 1 Corinth. i, 4, 


5, 6. 1 thank my God always on your behalf, for the 
grace of God which is given you by Teſus Chriſt ; tha 


4 


every thing ye are enriched by þim, in ALA aud 
zn, all knowledpe - even as uur of "CEFLULALGS TaL 
rmed in you. 1 John v. 7, 8, 9. Rom. vill. 14—17. 


e Spirit given the apoſtles, is 


id to be a Spirit 
of power and might, and b#whi worked in 


them 1 2 Corinth. iv. 6, 7. For God who com- 
manded the light to ſhine out of. darkneſs, hath ſhined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of Gad, in the face of 7599 Chriſt, But we have 
this treaſure. in earthen veſſels, that. the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us. Compare this with 
the foregoing chapter. Gal, ii. 8. For he that wrought ef- 
Fectually in Peter 19 the apoſiliſhip of the circumci the 
ſame was mighty in me towards the Gentiles. Epheſ. iii. 

„ 7, 20. Which (goſpel). in other ages was. not made 
known. unto the ſons of men, as it is now- revealed unto 
his holy ape/iles by the Spirit ;——whereef 1 was made 
2 minifler according to the, gift of the grace of GO 

ven unto me, by the effeftual working of his power. 
ow unto bim that is able to do exceeding abundantly 


* See Lord Barrington, Vol. I, Page 234=139- 
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above all that we aſe or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us. Col. i. 29. Wherefore I alſo la- 
bour, ftriving according to his working, which worketh 
in me mightily. 2 Tim. i. 6, 7. 
1 After a like manner, as in the apoſtles, God is by - 


his Spirit ſaid to — &c. A ra of . 
e N. 3, 5. Since ye ſeek a proof of Chriſt ſpeak- _ | 
— EI 22 'is not weak, but is 


— nn ne® Fig hty in you. Know ye not your own ſelves, how that 
n you, except ye J reprobates s Epheſ. iii, 20. 
Dee allo the apoltle's prayer, chap. i. 15—22. ili. 1419. 
of 75 rewith ol. 1. 9, 10, 11, Alſo ſee Phil. ii. 
—— T% 3. * | 


By the Spirit God revealed or made known his will to 
| the apoſtles, 1 Corinth. ii. 1—16. Gal. i. 11, 12, 16. 
But I certify you, brethern, that the goſpel which was 
preached of me, is not after man. For 1 neither received 
it of man, neither was 1 taught it, but by the revelation 
of Feſus Chriſt. But it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in 
n, tht I might preach him among the heathens, Epheſ. iii, 
3 er re manner God revealed his will. by, 
his Spirit to believers in general. 1 Corinth. xi. 4, 5, 13. 
\ xii. 4—1I. * neee al oe li, * 27. See St. 
Paul's praye e Ephehan a olothan Chriſtians 
juſt quoted. Likewiſe Rom. viii. 1—1T1. and the obſer- | 
vations on them. | + 
By the Spirit the apoſtles were eſtabliſhed in their 4. 
hopes of future glory, and likewiſe were believers in 


general. Rom. v, 5. 2. aged, becauſe 
1 the love S — e, the Holy 
Ghoſt which is given unto us. Chap. viii. 15-27. xv. 13. 
2 Corinth. v. 5. Now he that hath wrought us for the 
ſelfeſame thing, is God, who hath given unto us the earneſt 
of the Spirit. 9 6 
To the ſame purpoſe is it ſaid of the Spirit, as given to 
believers in general, Epheſ. i. 13, 14. ye were ſealed with 
that holy Spirit of promiſe, which is: the earneſt of our in- 
beritance, until the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion 
unto the praiſe of his glory. Chap. iv. 30. And grieve not 
the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the day 
f redemption. Rom. v. F. viii. 15-27. 
Finally, the apoſtles and all the diſciples of Chriſt, 
whether Jew or Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or 
free, male or female, had been made to drink into one 
Spirit. 1 Corinth. xii. 13. For by one Spirit we dre all | 
We 'K 2 19 baptiſed 4 
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baptiſed into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free. Compare it with John vii. 


37, 38, 39. Perhaps our Lord had the ſame thing in 
view in what he ſays, chap. iv. 14. | 


4 * Erom wh nas been ſaid d is heac ink. i 
_ _ evidently appears, that ip ward gi ir] 
Niven to a levers in Chri Iraculo 
only, and conſequently they we 
| 2 3 to the apoſtles days the gift of - 
| ME Ing miracles C. an refor Ile War 
' 5285 OT] s of the Spirit, recorde 
— 273. — 7 
ö 2 Q tne 
than the gift of tongues c. hoever therefore ac- 
Knowledges that believers in Chriſt have now no juſt (\ 


foundation, from the New Teſtament, to hope to receive 
the laſt-mentioned gifts of the Spirit, becauſe they were 
miraculous gifts only, and therefore peculiar to the 
apoſtles time, muſt be obliged to acknowledge the ſame. 


of the former, for the ſame reaſon, viz. becauſe = 


were miraculous gifts only, and equally peculiar to tha 
SR *© 
WER will farther prove the truth of this, is, it ap- 


pears, that Selene conferring 
the Holy n thole who embrace 


the goſpel; 
this ſeems highly probable, from what is recorded, Acts 
viii. 5—20, In theſe verſes, it is evident, 1ſt. that 
1 notwithſtanding Philip wrought miracles, preached the 
goſpel, and baptiſed thoſe who believed in it, yet he 
did not uſ; d a confer the 
Holy GhoIT'o m. | | 
his appears undeniable alſo from ver. 16, where it is 
particularly ſaid for as yet (7. e. *till the apoſtles prayed 
and laid their hands on them) he (i. e. the Holy Ghoſt) 
was fallen upon none of them (mentioned ver. 12.) only 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Feſus, 
zdly. It is moſt apparent, that the only reaſon why 
the apoſtles Peter and John were ſent from Jeruſalem, 
upon hearing that Samaria had received the word of God, 
was, that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; 
for in ver. 15, 16, 17, it is particularly obſerved, who 
when they (the apoſtles) were come down, prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. (For &s yet he was 
fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Feſus.) Then laid they their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt, 5 


Now 


„ 


Lin 


4 
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That in ſome copies, we read thus (gr.) the 


1 

Now had Philip received power to confer the He 

hoſt on believers, as well as the apoſtles. t 3 NO 
ational nor conhitent reaſon to be given, why he did not 
onfer it as well as Work miracles, preach the kingdom 
of (50d, and baptize : nor of the apoltles coming anc 
oraying for them, that they might receiye the Holy Ghoſ 
and their” receiving it then and not before; whereas, ad- 
TILING tNat NONE DUT the ApOITIES NA iS power from 
hilt, the 
en 
low different is Philip's conduct in not conferring the 
Holy Ghoſt on the Samaritans whom he baptiſed, and 
that of St. PauPs, recorded chap, xix. 1 7, who, 
when the twelve men at Epheſus were baptized, immedi- 
ately laid his hands on them (like as Peter and John on 
the Samaritans) and the Holy Ghoſt came on them. But 


can any juſt account be given why Philip did not act 


after the ſame manner with the Samaritans, if he, as 
well as the apoſtles, had the power of conferring the Holy 


"Ghoſt on believers ? | 


But, farther, that which is recorded chapter viii. 39—40. 
of Philip and the Eunuch, is another highly probable 


proof that Philip had not power to give the Holy 


Ghoſt for, notwithſtanding he preached the goſpel 
to him and baptized him, yet he did not confer the Holy 
Ghoſt on him, as appears evident from theſe words.— 


And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of 


the Lord caught away Philip, that the Eunuch ſaw him 
u more. On which verſe Dr. Whitby obſerves, 


0] 
<< (hoſt fell upon the Eunuch, and the angel of the Lor 


© caught away (rFnilip) 1o the Alexandrian and & 
noms and ſo St. Jerom cites it,” ad 

Upon the ſubje& under conſideration, I beg leave to 
obſerve, 1ſt. How widely paſtors and miniſters now differ 
in their judgment from the apoſtles, when they propoſe 
to confer the Holy Spirit on believers, by laying on of 
hands. The former, now, never propoſe to confer only 
what is called the ordinary gifts of the Spirit, whereas 


the latter always conferred the miraculous gifts only. 
Hence, it is manifeſt, that if the former do, by laying 


on of hands, confer only the ordinary gifts of the Spirit; 


they have fuch a peculiar power in Chriſt's kingdom as 
the apoſtles had not: but What foundation they have in 


the New Teſtament, to conclude they have ſuch a power, 


a which 


10 2 account appears MOIT na urs anc COn- 


_ by — — * 
+ 1 


1 
which even the apoſtles had not, deſerves to be well con- 
, —_—... "os Wo os #0 9 he pres — — > —— 
ag. 4 68ferve;thetrhe hope Chriftfaneriow have, from 
ie New Teſtament, is to receive only what is called the 
© 1 >» ordinary or common gifts of the Spirit Whereas believers 
were then led 'tö hope, from the docttine of the a poſtles * 
ee rey Gnoſt ꝑlven to en tic Ly Anvuld 
8 gifts only.. 3 
P Phis appears indiſpdtable from St. Peter's ward to be 
papa = 2 39. 5 * with what is ſaid of the 
giving t 7 Ghoſt to The apoſtle, and ver. 33. and” 
Peter's ex. L Joel ver. 16, 17, 18. 
How reconcileable the hopes of Chriſtians now are with 
the doctrine and practice of the apoſtles, in promiſing the 
Holy Spirit to believers, and conferring it on them, is a 
ſubject I judge worthy the ſerious conſideration of every 
rational and inquiſitive Chriſtian. 
I preſume it by this time appears, that the uſual diſ- 
tinction among men, between the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit, has no foundation in the *. 
Teſtament. 
But this I ſubmit to the impartial judgment of every 
man who makes the ſcripture, and not his own precon- T 0 
ceived opinion, or that of other men, the ſtandard of 
truth. 
4thly. As I propoſed, I ſhall ſhew that all genuine 
believers in Chriſt, whether Jews or Gentiles, received the 
Spirit of God. 
I need not inform, even the moſt ſuperficial reader, 
that I have greatly anticipated this part of my deſign, in 
$+4-4:4=-"afitling” the foregoing propoſition. And, therefore, 5 
wür be less dccaſiotr to urge what otherwiſe would bave 
been neceſſary for the proof of this. However; there are 
ſeveral paſſages in the New Teſtament which have not 
been ſo fully adapted to the purpoſe for which I now in- 
tend to uſe them, 

I deſire the reader; to read over attentively thoſe paſ- 
ſages at firſt cited, which contain the promiſes of the 
Spirit, before he peruſes the following obſervations. 

The text which as fully and deciſively proves, as any 
in the New Teſtament, that the Spirit of God was given 
to all believers in Chriſt, as already explained, whether 
Jew or Gentile, bond or free, is in St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, chap. xii: 12, 13. The true import 
of gle words is, it, That, by one Spirit (# 6, in the 

name 


”- 


of * 
* 


| As 0. 
name or by the authority of one Spirit according to our 
Lord's direction, Matth. xxviii. 19.) we all have been 
| baptized (with water)into one body, i. e. the body of Chriſt. 
f 2d. That they all had likewiſe drank into one Spirit, i. e. 
they all had been partakers of the Spirit of God, agreeable 
to Chriſt's promiſe, John vii. 37, 38, 39. From whence 
It is probable, the apoſtle borrowed the figure of drink- 
ing into one Spirit, From thence it ſeems undeniably 
evident, that, as by one Spirit they all had been baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, 
fo they all had received, or been partakers of the Spirit, 
or, in the apoſtle's words, There are diver/ities of gifts, 
10 but the ſame Spirit ; and there are differences of admini- 
ſtrations, but the ſame Lord; and there are drverſities 0 
ations, but it is the ſame God which worketh all in 
all. But all theſe (gifts) worketh that the ſelfeſame 
Spirit dividing to every man ſeverally as he will. 

Io juſtify this interpretation of ver. 13. let it be obſerv- 
ed, Iſt. that our Lord commanded his apoſtles to baptize 
in the name of the Spirit, as well as the Father and Son. 
2d, Becauſe when the apoſtle ſaith, by one Spirit are we 

all baptized into one body, it ſeems very apparent he in- 
tends baptiſm, by which they were united into the body 
of Chrift. But, it is plain from the New Teſtament, 
that the baptiſm of water only, was the initiating: rite 
into the body of Chriſt. The baptiſm of the Spirit, there- 
fore, was moſt uſefully conſequential to the baptiſm with 
water. And, agcordingly, the apoſtle adds, and (we 
who by one Spirit, i. e. by the authority into one Spirit, 
are baptized with water into one body, i. e. of Chrift) 
have been all made to drink (or been partakers of) one 
Spirit. This explication entirely agrees with St. Peter's 
words to the Jews, Acts ii. 38. and what is recorded, chap. 
viii, 12, 14—17. See alſo Gal. ili. 27. 5 
zZzaͤly. To ſuppoſe the apoſtle's words, by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one body, to mean they had been all 
baptized with one Spirit, makes the laſt clauſe of the 
verſe, and have been all made to drink into one Spirit— 
tautology, or to ſignify the ſame thing, which cannot 
agree with the apoſtle's juſt character, as a coherent and 
pertinent writer. 1 
If the ſoregoing explication repreſents the apoſtle's rea 
intention, by comparing his words with the preceding 
verſes, it evidently appears, not only that the Holy Spirit 
was given to all believers in Chriſt; but alſo that the gifts 
| | . 0 


— 
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of the Holy Spirit were miraculous gifts only. For it is 
of ſuch gifts only, the apoſtle is ſpeaking in this chapter, 
as has been ſhewn. From what has already been ob- 
ſerved on the gifts of the Spirit, mentioned in the fore- 
going verſes, I think this cannot be denied by any im- 
partial reader. 

Our Lord's promiſe to his diſciples, Mark xvi. 17, 18. 
J aflure myſelf, will ſtrengthen the plain meaning of the 
apoſtle's words. And theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that 
believe: In my name ſhall they caſt out devils, they ſhall 


ſpeak with new tongues : they ſhall take up ſerpents, and 


if they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt them; 
they ſhall lay hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover. 
By comparing the words—they that believe—with ver. 15. 
it is undeniable the genuine meaning is, every one in all 
the world, to whom the goſpel ſhould then be preached, 
that believed and was baptized. ** He that believes. 
„ here is an expreſſion of the ſame force as, all that be- 


« Heve, for there is no diſtinction or limitation made. 


Our Lord's words therefore plainly infer, 1ſt. A pro- 
miſe of the Spirit to every one, whether Jew or Gentile, 
who believed and was baptized. 2dly. That the miracu- 
lous gifts of the Spirit alone, are mentioned and included. 

In St. John's goſpel is a paſſage to the ſame purpoſe, 
chap. vii. 37, 38, 39. In the laſt day, that great day 
F the feaſt, 72 Pod and cried, 

thirſt, let him come unto me and drink. He that believeth 
{i. e. every one that believeth) en me, as the ſcripture hath 


ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. 
pake be of the Spirit, which they that believe on 


But this 
him ſhould receive : for the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, 
becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified. Compare with it 
Acts i. 4, 8. ii. 16, 17, 18, 33, 38, 39. v. 32, 33» 

On theſe words I obſerve, Iſt. He that believeth, is an 
expreſſion of the ſame unlimited ſignification with that 
taken notice of before, and therefore ſignifies: every one. 


that believeth—or, in Matk's words—be that believeth 


and is baptized. 2d, That in this figurative repreſentation 
of giving the Spirit, our Lord intended only the miracu- 
ous gifts, as the apoſtle in the parallel text, 1 Corinth. 


xii. 13. 


On our Lord's words, Dr. Whitby comments here, 
« 'That Chriſt here ſpeaks of the internal gifts of the 


6c ſpirit, viz. thoſe of prophecy, tongues, and of wiſdom, and 
e the knowledge of all my ſieries ; for he ſpeaks of thoſe 


$ 


. 


aying, Fl any man 
a 


6“ gifts 


18 


E991 | 


cc gifts of the Holy Spirit which were not yet given, be · 
« cauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified, he therefore ſpeaks 
« of the gifts to be received after his aſcenſion ; now 
c theſe were internal gifts. See note on Heb. ii. 4, 
«« 1 John v. 6.“ 6 


Agteeable to the plain meaning of the above paſſages, 


are the words of the apoſtle Peter, Acts ii. 16, 17, 18, 38, 


39. On the twollaſtlverſes I would obſerve, in the words 
of Lord Barrington, That the apoſtles gave the Holy 
« Ghoſt to all believers where they came, may appear 
c from the following inſtances: Peter conferred the Hol 

<< Ghoſt on the three thouſand ſouls that were added to 


cc the church, at the feaſt of Pentecoſt, For when the 


«© being pricked to the heart by his diſcourſe, ſay, Men 
«« and brethren, what ſhall we do? Peter anſwers, Re- 
c pent, and be baptized every one of you, in the name 0 
« Teſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion 9 Sins, and ye ſhall re- 
« cerve the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; for the promiſe (i. e. 
c of the Holy Ghoſt, particularly called the promile of the 
% Father, Luke xxiv. 40. Gal. iii. 14.) 7s to you, and to 
« your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
% as the Lord our God ſhall call. Nothing can be more 
< expreſs to my purpoſe, And it is ſaid, ver. 41. Then 
& they that gladly received his word were baptized, and no 
< doubt received the promiſe thereupon, i. e. the gift of 
cc the Holy Ghoſt. For St. Luke adds, And the ſame day 
« there were added to them (who had the gift of the Holy 
«© Ghoſt) about three thouſand ſouls. And Peter ſpeaks of 
c the Holy Ghoſt, or the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, as given 
* of God to them (or to all of them) that obey him. And 
cc that the gift of the Holy Ghoſt is here ſpoken of, ſeems 
<« plain from this, that the Holy Ghoſt is here ſpoken of 
& as a witneſs of Chriſt's reſurrection and exaltation at 
<« the right-hand of God, which we learn this gift was 
«© brought as the great proof of by Peter, Acts ii. 33.“ 
See Acts viii. 14— 20. x. 44—47 . xiii. 52. xix. 5, 6, 7. 
To the words of the laſt- quoted author, a little varied, 1 
ſhall only add,“ If after all that has been advanced in 
«« the foregoing ſheets, any ſhould be of opinion that the 


A = 


* apoſtles did not confer theſe gifts on all the believers 


© where they came, I defire to know, by what rule he 
«© can prove, or even ſuggeſt, with any probability, that 
the apoſtles governed themſelyes, in conferring theſe 


vide Page 130, 131; 


L 8 uh gifts 
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ifts on ſome where they came, and not on others. 
hoſe who 1 _pagine that the apoſtles conferred the Holy 
he « Ghoſt only on Biſhops, Preſbyters, and Deacons, or 
« on Paſtors and Teachers, and Elders, as a diſtin or- 
«© der of men from the brethren or believers, do not read 
e the Scriptures with that freedom from the pre-poſleſſions 
«* of modern ſyſtems, or modern practice, which becomes 
« the diſciples of Chriſt ; much leſs with that knowledge 
tc of the ſtate of things in the times of the apoſtles, which 


* 


„ they muſt be prepared by who will make themſelves 


« maſters of them. He that reads them without pre- 
« judice, and without this previous preparation, will un- 
& doubtedly ſee that there were many churches without 
c any ſuch orders of men. This is owned now, by thoſe 
c who contend the moſt fiercely for ſuch orders. See 
« Mr. Dodwell De far Laic. Sacerd. and Dr. Whitby on 
« the Corinthians and Theſſalonians, where they will ſee 
<« too, that theſe gifts were conferred on too many to allow 
« them to ſuppoſe, that all on whom they were ſo con- 
« ferred were of the clergy, unleſs they will make them 
«© all of the clergy, and ſcarce leave them be 2 laymen 
„ among whom to exerciſe then. _ 

«© Thus it ſeems to me, that the gifts of the Holy 
% Ghoſt were ordinarily conferred by the laying on of the 
* hands of the apoſtles, and that they laid them on all 
* belicyers where they came, and on no others,” Ley 


* 
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Page 4, line 23, read, were before W a. 6, 1. 4, for this Bi. I. 

3, dele, by which he ſpake, and add thoſe words after Spirit, I. 33. p- 8, I. 20, 
for apoſtle, r. apoſiles. p.1t, I. 31, for in . on. p. 13, I. 5, r. 1 Corinth. I. 43, 
before, and it came to paſs, add, Luke i. 41—55, 6779. p. 14, I. 23, dele 
with wwater, and for who, r. which, p. 15, I. 1, for 15, r. 45. p. 17, I. 31, 
for bore, . bare. I. 33, for v. 8—12, r. v. $—11. p. 20, I. 17, dele (.) 
p. 21, 1. 12, r. diſcerning. In the Note 7. 1 Jobs. I. 26, for v. r. ver. 
P. 29. I. 9, dele you. 1. 16, for 15, r. 14. 1. 34, r. built it. p. 30. I. 3, for 
theſe, . theſe. p- 31, I. 7, for agony, r. agency. p. 40. I. 26. 1. 1 Corinth, 
p-. 43, I. 3, r. thanks a ,n p. 50, I. 5, r. my hands. p. 52, I. 34, for ſo- 
ever, r. ſorer. p. 657 J. 36, for 3. r. iii. p. 37, J. 15, dele my. I. 26, dele then. 
P · 25 I. 30, or ge, T. chapters. P · 64, I, 13, for xi. . ix. 1. 26, for 9, 
12, . 9— 12. p. * 40. r. not received. p. 68,1. 11, for workings, r. gifts. 
1. 28, for baptiſed, 1. baptized. p. 69, 1. 12, make the ſame alteration. p. 74, 
I. 11, for apoſtle, r. apoſtles. I. 15, for, and conferring it on them, r. and 
propoſing to confer it on them. p. 71,1. 27, for uſefully, r. uſually. I. 29, for 
into, . . p. 72, I. 18, for here is, 7. is here. I. 42, dele here. | 
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